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Government Denies Peace Talks, Warns Sudan 


AB1902212190 Ndjamena Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 19 Feb 90 


(“Press Release” from the Ministry of Information and 
Civic Orientation, issued in Ndjamena on 19 February] 


[Text] Following the false statement made over the 
weekend by a member of the ruling Sudanese junta, 
General al-Tijani Ahmad al-Tahir, that the Chadian 
Government and the opposition are reported to have 
reached an agreement to open negotiations, the Ministry 
of Information and Civic Orientation hereby formally 
denies these unfounded allegations, which are obviously 
aimed at diverting international opinion from the reali- 
ties and the real issues at stake—the border dispute 
between Chad and Libya. In fact, at a time when the 
OAU and some peace-loving African heads of state are 
trying to find a peaceful and fair solution to this 
problem, the Islamic Legion, reconstituted and highly 
equipped by Tripoli under the new name of (Vat Force), 
are Organizing in the Sudanese region of Darfur for a 
fresh armed aggression against Chad. These preparations 
have been going on for several months under the 
watchful eyes of Sudanese authorities and u'der the 
active and interested coordination of Gen al-Tijani 
Ahmad al-Tahir, who has been making many trips to 
Tripoli. 


Furthermore, this mind-poisoning and deliberate 
attempt at disinformation is aimed at furthering a policy 
very dear to Tripoli—that of a so-called inter-Chadian 
conflict, which until recently enabled Tripoli to dodge 
the real causes of the war between Chad and Libya. 


In the face of such machinations and (7hidden) threat to 
peace and security, the Chadian Government once again 
wishes to warn those in Khartoum who are encouraging 
these Libyan maneuvers against Chad from the Darfur 
region. 


Habre interviewed on Developments in South Africa 


AB1802111590 Ndjamena Domestic Service in French 
0530 GMT 15 Feb 90 


[Interview with President El Haj Hissein Habre in 
Yaounde, Cameroon, with the Cameroonian press on 14 
February—recorded] 


[Text] [Unidentified reporter] (7What was the subject) of 
your talks? 


[Habre] During these talks we discussed issues of 
common interest and, as you know, we have many issues 


CENTRAL AFRICA 1 


of common interest both at the bilateral and interna- 
tional levels. We took advantage of the occasion to 
exchange views on a certain number of issues bilateral 
interest. 


[Unidentified reporter] Your Excellency, some African 
leaders are of the opinion that with recent developments 
in South Africa, black African states should begin a 
dialogue with South Africa. What do you think of this? 
[Habre] Well, first of all, it is obvious that very impor- 
tant and positive developments are taking place in 
southern Africa—the release of Nelson Mandela, the 
unbanning of a certain number of black organizations, 
enabling them now to organize their activities legally— 
the release of Mandela and the unbanning of these 
organizations have the same significance. But the final 
objective expected by Africans is the dismantling and 
disappearance of the apartheid system. And this objec- 
tive has still not been attained. The process has been set 
in motion, but we believe that the pressure on South 
Africa should continue—whether through sanctions or 
through diplomatic pressures—these sanctions should 
continue until all conditions allowing for a dialogue 
between the black majority and white minority have 
been established. But we have not as yet reached this 
stage. Therefore, we should not be pessimistic, but we 
should be cautious. 


Foreign Minister: Pressure Needed 


AB1602132790 Ndjamena Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 12 Feb 90 


[Text] The Chadian Government favors the mainte- 
nance of economic sanctions against the Pretoria Gov- 
ernment until the complete removal of the odious apart- 
heid system. This is what Foreign Minister Acheikh Ibn 
Oumar told our correspondent Josen Largueni. 


[Begin Acheikh recording] If victories have been won, as 
far as the struggle of black people in [the Republic of] 
South Africa [RSA] is concerned, such as the release of 
Nelson Mandela, Walter Sisulu and other African 
National Congress [ANC] leaders before him, including 
other liberalization measures, we think that it is because 
the international and African communities have mobi- 
lized support for the struggle of freedom fighters. 
Regarding the internal struggle through the ANC armed 
struggle, the struggle by unions and other movements 
within RSA, and the diplomatic struggle which focuses 
on economic sanctions, I would say that this multifac- 
eted struggle prompted the RSA Government to revise 
some of its methods. Therefore, we think that it would 
not make sense to give up because of partial and momen- 
tary success. We must keep on fighting until the final 
dismantling of the inhuman and barbaric system of 
apartheid which is based on institutionalized racism. We 
think that we should keep on exerting pressure on the 
South African leadership to make the supporters of 
apartheid understand that they will be able to have 
normal relations with other countries only whea they do 
away with the shameful apartheid system. [end 
recording] 
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Ethiopia 


EPLF Warns Soviets on Mitsiwa Involvement 


EA1602203990 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad 
Masses of Eritrea in Tigrinya 0400 GMT 16 Feb 90 


[Text] The Eritrean People’s Liberation Front [EPLF] 
has officially declared that if the Soviets continue their 
military intervention and cooperation with the Dergue’s 
naval force, which is attacking Mitsiwa from its military 
bases in Dahlak Islands, it will not be responsible for the 
consequences. 


In the statement it issued yesterday, the EPLF noted that 
it had sent two reminders to the Soviet Government 
through the proper channels concerning this interven- 
tion. It also once again requested the Soviets to discon- 
tinue their intervention. The EPLF added that if it 
continues, it will not be responsible for the conse- 
quences. 


In its statement it issued yesterday on a special issue, the 
EPLF stressed that the Dergue’s claim of its presence at 
Mitsiwa and its port is false. It called on any side which 
wanted to confirm the (?true position) to come to the 


port. 


Air Raids Over Mitsiwa Reported 


EA 1602204490 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad 
Masses of Eritrea in Tigrinya 0400 GMT 16 Feb 90 


[Text] The fascist Dergue government has been persis- 
tently conducting air raids over Mitsiwa since the Peo- 
ple’s Army took over. Its aim is to avenge the defeats it 
suffered by the Eritrean People’s Liberation Army 
[EPLF}. 


Dring the barbaric air raids using napaim and other 
heavy destructive bombs, the Dergue has destroyed 
installations and property at Mitsiwa Town and port. 
Many innocent civilians have also become victims of the 
fascist air raids. 


The Dergue government is conducting the air raids over 
Mitsiwa and massacring its residents while issuing false 
statements on its presence in the town and the port. 


Bombings in Asmera Reported 


EA1602204890 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad 
Masses of Eritrea in Tigrinya 0400 GMT 16 Feb 90 


[Text] Bombs planted at seven different places in 
Asmera, including the palace, exploded on 12 February. 
The bombs, which were planted at the palace, at three 
different places at the airport, and at the naval college, 
were placed by troops opposed to the Dergue govern- 
ment. The details of the casualties have not yet reached 
us. 


The remaining two bombs were planted at (Hazhaz) and 
near the University of Asmera by combatants of the 
Eritrean People’s Liberation Front [EPLF]. The first one 
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destroyed a container of a patrol station and the second 
one, electric power [word indistinct}. 


In addition, on Tuesday 13 February, the EPLF flag was 
hoisted and was waving overnight at (Cherhi). Since 
enemy troops were scared of getting close to it, they fired 
at the pole on which the flag was hoisted and brought it 
down. 


Mitsiwa Port ‘Hardly Recognizable’ 
LD1902134290 Belgrade TANJUG in English 1225 GMT 
19 Feb 90 


[“Pool” item] 


[Text] Addis Ababa, February 19 (TANJUG)—Mitsiwa, 
the strategically highly important Ethiopian port on the 
Red Sea, which was taken by the rebels of the Eritrean 
People’s Liberation Front (EPLF) a few days ago, is 
nearly completely destroyed by heavy bombing the Ethi- 
Opian air forces, well-informed sources here have 
reported. 


The Ethiopian air forces shelled the docks, port ware- 
houses and buildings storing 50,000 tonnes of interna- 
tional food relief from Europe and the United Siates, 
intended for about four million starving citizens of 
northern Ethiopia. 


After the bombing, it will be difficult for anyone to use 
the Mitsiwa port. This beautiful city is now hardly 
recognizable. The damage is estimated at 100-300 mil- 
lion dollars. Nearly every building in Mitsiwa has suf- 
fered damage. 


Military experts in Addis Ababa say that the Guerrilla 
EPLF are now at only 20 km from Asmera, Eritrea’s 
capital. All approach-roads to Asmera are blocked. The 
city’s 400,000 citizens are experiencing shortage of fuel, 
food and occasionally electricity and water. The EPLF, 
however, does not shell Asmera with long-range artillery 
although it has such weapons. 


The EPLF seized Soviet-produced ground-to-air missiles 
and there is fear that they may use them against trans- 
porter planes carrying food and ammunition for the 
Ethiopian army as well as military reinforcement. 


Soviet sources in Addis Ababa, told TANJUG corre- 
spondent on Monday that recent accusations by the 
EPLF rebels about “Soviet military participation in the 
clashes cn the side of the Ethiopian army” are ground- 
less. 


No certain figures have so far been released on losses of 
both sides during the fierce clashes. According to mili- 
tary experts, ten percent of the Ethiopian l 50,000-strong 
second army and around five percent of the EPLF rebels, 
numbering 60,000 guerrilla fighters, were killed, 
wounded or captured. 
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The EPLF destroyed nearly 50 and captured about 25 
Ethiopian tanks, and sank at least seven government 
warships, which experts assess as an “incomprihensible 
and unjustified loss.” 


Sources close to the Ethiopian navy says that “sailing on 
foreign ships in the Red Sea from Mitsiwa to Aseb is not 
recommendable.” 


EPLF Issues Statement on Continuing Peace Talks 


EA1902162690 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad 
Masses of Eritrea in Tigrinya 0400 GMT 19 Feb 90 


[Statement issued by the Eritrean People’s Liberation 
Front, EPLF, regarding peace talks with the Ethiopian 
Government] 


[Text] It is an obvious and clear truth that the wish and 
plan of the colonial Dergue government is to militarily 
crush the peaceful and just struggle of Eritrean people. It 
is also an undeniable truth and a logical desire that the 
Eritrean people, whose rights to peaceful means of 
expression have been denied and who continue to suffer 
due to the oppressive rule, wish to crush the colonial 
force and do away with it. 


Talks held to peacefully resolve the war between the 
Eritrean people and Ethiopia and reinstate paace are 
heid in a contradictory situation. The EPLF realized this 
truth even before the talks in Atlanta and Nairobi. It 
took part in them not because it was wary of the Dergue’s 
position or had any hopes for them, but because it 
believed that even a slim chance for a peaceful solution 
should not be neglected. Since it desires genuine peace, it 
is undeniable that the talks in Atlanta and Nairobi gave 
some hope. 


Since the situation created and the forum reached was 
considered by the Dergue government to be a trap, it 
opposed the participation of the UN as one of the seven 
main observers which had been agreed upon, and thus 
brought the talks to a deadlock. The Dergue government 
has been echoing its opposition to further talks shame- 
lessly whenever it can, which has been clear from the 
very beginning, saying that if the UN participates as an 
observer, Ethiopia will withdraw from UN membership. 


The Dergue has also been exploiting the mistake made 
by Jimmy Carter in extending the invitation ‘> the 
observers, and hence has been trying to strengthen its 
position. 


During the correspondence after the Nairobi talks 
between Carter and the EPLF with a view to?continuing 
the peace talks, the EPLF made a repeated call for 
correcting the mistakes and curbing the obstacles. It also 
called for cending joitit invitations signed by the EPLF 
and the Addis Ababa government to all the observers 
chosen so that when their official responses were con- 
firmed, the talks could be continued. Since the Dergue 
government rejected this call, the issue is at a standstill. 
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The EPL{ on this occasion would like to announce to all 
those concerned that the attempts being made to obscure 
the abovementioned truth are baseless and futile. It 
would like to reaffirm that if the attempts being made to 
halt the participation of observers stopped, and invita- 
tions signed by both sides were sent to all those chosen as 
observers, including the UN, it would be possible to 
continue the peace talks. The EPLF, not limiting itself to 
this statement, calls on all the parties concerned to do 
everything possible to remove the obstacles. 


[Issued] The EPLF, 18 February 1990 


Kenya 


Vice President Comments on ‘Cruel Murder’ of Ouko 


EA1702070090 Nairobi KNA English 1600 GMT 
16 Feb 90 


[Text] Nairobi, 16 Feb (KNA)—The vice-president and 
minister for finance, Prof George Saitoti has expressed 
deep sadness on learning of the tragic and untimely 
death of Dr Robert Ouko, the minister for foreign affairs 
and international co-operation. Prof Saitoti said that the 
government and Kenyans have los: one of the most 
industrious and committed ministers, a steadfast Nyayo 
[footsteps—Moi’s governing philosophy which states 
that the policies of former President Jomo Kenyatta will 
be followed] person and great lover of this country and 
above all a real patriot. 


Dr Ouko always put ahead his commitment to duty 
before anything else and served the nation with dedica- 
tion and efficiency. He was a strong defender of the 
democratic and good image Kenya and always portrayed 
this image in many international forums, said Prof 
Saitoti. [sentence as received] The vice president 
observed that Dr Ouko also played a key role in devel- 
opment matters of this nation and highlighted KANU 
{Kenya African National Union] affairs. It is difficult to 
describe the loss that has befallen Dr Ouko at this time, 
said Prof Saitoti. 


Following the cruel murder, Prof Saitoti has extended his 
deepest condolences to the family of Dr Ouko and all 
Kenyans that loved this great Kenyan. Above all, Prof 
Saitoti noted, h.e. the president had lost a loyal and 
trusted worker. He expressed abhorrence at the heinous 
crime, adding that the government will leave no stone 
unturned to uncover the perpetrators of this dastardly 
act. 


In mourning Dr Ouko, Prof Saitoti described the late 
minister as a personal friend and a (?trustworihy) and 
reliable Cabinet collegue. 
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‘Preliminary’ Report Released 
EA1902215990 Nairobi Domestic Service in English 
1817 GMT 19 Feb 90 


[Text] The Kenya Government todav released the pre- 
liminary investigations conducted by the police so far 
into the death of the late honorable Dr. Robert Ouko, 
minister for foreign affairs and international coopera- 
tion. The following facts have been established: 

One: Honorable Dr. Ouko had family guests on the 
evening of the Monday, February 12 1990, at his Koru 
home. The guests left at 2230. 

Two: There was no car at the home of honorable Dr. 
Ouko that night, his pick-up having been sent into a 
garage for repairs following a minor accident the pre- 
vious Friday, and the minister's Mercedes car having 
been used to drive Mrs. Christabel Ouko to Nairobi that 
Monday afternoon. 

Three: That night, February 12-13, honorable Dr. Ouko 
asked for keys to the side gate of the main gate and they 
were given to him. Later on in the night, honorable Dr. 
Ouko asked for the keys to the store and they were given 
to him by the storeman. He had given his maid and 
employees to understand that he would be leaving early 
in the morning for Kisumu to fly to Nairobi. 

Four: In the morning of February 13, the keys to the 
gates were found at the gates on the padlock, and the 
small gates were opened. In the house, the maid found 
the main door opened, honorable Dr. Ouko'’s bedroom 
door unlocked, his pajamas on his bed. * briefcase and 
reading glasses were there, but honorable Dr. Ouko was 
not in the house. 

Five: At about 1000, honorable Dr. Ouko’s personal 
security officer, who had been instructed by Dr. Ouko to 
remain in Kisumu airport that Tuesday morning to link 
up with the minister for the flight to Nairobi, telephoned 
his Koru home to enquire where the minister was. He 
was told that the residents in the home thought honor- 
able Ouko had left for Nairobi. An aaxious Mrs. Ouko 
made telephone enquiries at the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and International Cooperation and was told that 
the minister had not arrived. The Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and International Cooperation alerted the police, 
who started making serious enquiries for the minister. 
Six: After enquiries by the police as to the whereabouts 
of the minister and failing to trace him on Thursday, the 
government made an official announcement to the 
public, informing them of honorable Dr. Ouko’s disap- 
pearance and asking anyone with any knowledge of his 
whereabouts to report to the family or the nearest police 
station. Immediately his excellency the president 
directed all security forces in the country to swing into 
action to look for honorable Dr. Ouko. 

Seven: On Friday morning, February 16, at approxi- 
mately 1030, the burned remains of the body of honor- 
able Dr. Ouko were found by a search party, lying in the 
bush six km away from his Koru home. The following 
items were found near the body: a (?super-dip jerry), 
honorable Ouko’s Somali sword walking stick. Near 
honorable Ouko’s head on the right near the right hand 
was a point three-cight special revolver with one empty 
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cartridge in it. This revolver has been confirmed by the 
chief firearms licencing officer, Central Firearms 
Bureau, as the one the minister was licenced to possess. 
About three to four meters from his burned body, a 
polythene bag containing well-folded socks and a pair of 
jeans, a kitenge [locally designed material] shirt, a leather 
jacket in whose pocket were four rounds of ammunition, 
and some 450 Kenyan shillings were found. All these 
were confirmed by the maid as belonging to Dr. Ouko. A 
box of matches and a torch, which was stil] on, but 
dimly, were lying next to the body on the left side. The 
ground immediately around honorable Ouko’s body was 
charred. 


The body was identified beyond doubt by the following 
persons: 

a. Mr. Barak Mbacha, a brother to the late minister and 
a deputy secretary in the attorney general’s chambers; 
b. Mr Joab Bodo, chief orthopaedic consultant at Ken- 
yatta National Hospital; 

c. Professor Joseph Oliech, director of medical services; 
d. Professor Simeon Ominde, a relative of the late 
minister, 

e. Dr. Joseph Oluoch, personal physician to the late 
minster. 

Eight: After ascertaining the identity of the body beyond 
all doubt, the news of his death was conveyed to his 
excellency the president, who officially announced his 
death to the nation. 

Nine: Detailed investigations were immediately started 
into the circumstances surrounding honorable Ouko’s 
death. A storeman identified the jerry-can as being like 
one which had been in honorable Ouko’s store before the 
night of february 12-13. On checking at the store, it was 
found that the jerry-can was missing. Chemical analysis 
is being conducted by experts to determine the contents 
of the jerry-can. 

Ten: The first impression at the scene appeared to police 
officers that a bullet had been shot at honoradle Ouko’s 
head, entering from the left and going on the right side of 
the head. Later, a post-mortem con4ucted by the chief 
government pathologist, Dr. J.N. Kaviti, and witnessed 
by Prof. Joseph Oliech, director of medical services, Mr 
Joab Bodo, orthopaedic consultant at Kenyatta National 
Hospital, and Dr. Joseph Oluoch, Dr. Ouko’s family 
physician, established that the bullet had in fact entered 
from the right and exited on the left. The bullet has not 
been located, though the search for it continues. Ballis- 
tics and forensic experts are trying to establish the 
relationship, if any, between the gunshot wounds, the 
cartridge, and the gun found by the side of the body of 
honorable Ouko. 

Eleven: More information about the circumstances of 
the death of honorable Dr. Robert Ouko will be released 
to the public as more facts become known to the police. 
The government has requested assistance from the 
British Government and a few high-ranking detectives, 
Superintendent John Troon and Inspector Graham 
Dennis of Scotland Yard, and one pathologist, Dr. Ian 
West, have been dispatched to Kenya to assist the Kenya 
police in their investigations. 


Twelve: A number of people have been assisting the 
police in these investigations. The investigations con- 
tinue, and members of the public are advised not to 
indulge in speculation. 


Anyone with information is requested to contact the 
nearest police station. 


Students Protest Ouko Death 


AB2002131090 Paris AFP in English 1245 GMT 
20 Feb 90 


[Text] Nairobi, Feb 20 (AFP)—Several hundred univer- 
sity students central Nairobi Tuesday 
[20 February] in protest at the murder of Foreign Min- 
ister Robert Ouko, whose half-burned body was reported 
discovered Friday. 


The students, wailing and waving tree branches— 
traditional mourning for the Luo tribe of which Dr. 
Ouko was a member marched on the office of President 
Daniel arap Moi, the high court and to the U.S. 


Embassy. 
They said they were demonstrating against “a cover-up” 
by the t, which they accused of lying about 


governmen 
the facts of Dr. Ouko’s death. 


A government statement released late Monday said he 
was killed by a single shot to the head. His revolver was 
found at the scene cf the murder, close to the minister's 
farm at Koru, western Kenya. 


Students also demanded the resignation of the perma- 
nent secretary in the office of the president charged with 
international security, Hezekiah Oyugi, who Saturday 
warned Kenyans not to speculate on the minister's 
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The students decried Kenya's invitation to British Scot- 
land Yard detectives to help investigate the muriler. 
“Why invite foreigners? can’t we conduct our own invc + 
tigations?” they asked. 


Student demonstrations, which began here Sunday, have 
spread to Kenya's three public universities. 


More than 7,000 students from Nairobi University, 
Egerton University, Nakuru, central Kenya, and Moi 


Last Sunday, about 100 students demonstrated in central 
Nairobi calling on the government “to tell the truth” 
about the minister's death. Later at a public rally at 
Nairobi University campus, they called for a parliamen- 
tary inquiry. 


At last Sunday's rally, the students asked why the gov- 
ernment had not shown footage of Mr. Ouko’s public 
functions on the state-controlled television as was 


The same evening, footage of Mr. Quko’s press confer- 
ence with W. journalists a week before 
his death was shown on the evening news telecast. 


The students vowed last Sunday to hold daily demon- 
strations until “truth is told about the minister's death.” 
Frank Ojiambo, chairman of the Kenya Law Society, 
which has been a frequent government critic, called 
Sunday for a rededication “to those ideals whicl. provide 
the right atmosphere for security and justice for all.” 
Anglican Bishop David Gitari, was quoted by the inde- 
pendent DAILY NATION newspaper as saying that “it 
would be very hard for Kenyans to stop speculating 
about the death of Dr. Ouko until the murder was 
satisfactorily explained.” 
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ANC National Executive Committee Lusaka Statement 


MB1702115490 Johannesburg SAP.1 in English 
1149 GMT 17 Feb 90 


[Text] Lusaka, Zambia, Feb 17, SAPA—Herewith full 
text following ANC’s [African National Congress] 
National Executive Committee meeting in Lusaka, 
Zambia: 


“The National Executive Committee [NEC] of the 
African National met in Lusaka, Zambia, from 
February 14-16, 1990, to consider the situation arising 
from the decisions announced on February 2 and 10, 
1990, by Pretoria’s state president, F.W. de Klerk, 
affecting the system of repression against the democratic 
movement which the white National Party regime had 
instituted during the 42 years of its illegitimate rule of 
South Africa. 


“As is known, De Klerk also spelt out policy positions of 
his party and government which he presented as being 
intended to address the issue of ending the system of 
apartheid. 

“During its deliberations, the NEC benefitted from 
proposals submitted to its mecting by the ident of 
the ANC, Oliver Tambo, and other leaders of the ANC 


“It reaffirmed the continuing and urgent responsibility 
of the ANC and all other democratic and anti-apartheid 
forces, both South African and international, to continue 
the struggle to end the apartheid system as quickly as 
possible. 

“The NEC recognised the unbanning of the ANC and 
other organisations as an important factor which con- 
tributes to the creation of a climate conducive to nego- 
tiations. 


“It also viewed in a positive light other measures such as 
the partial lifting of the press restrictions and the 
rescinding cf banning orders affecting various persons. 


“It welcomed the suspension of the death penalty as an 
important first step which must, without delay, lead to 
the unconditjonal release of all political activists sen- 
tenced to death and an end to the barbaric practice of 
capital punishment. 
“Th: NEC however also concluded that the Pretoria 
regitne has not as yet created a climate conducive to 
as has been called for by the o verwhelming 
majority oF the people of South Africa and the interna- 
tional community. 
“It therefore calls on this regime specifically to releas~ all 
political prisoners and detainees, end the state of emer- 


gency, repeal all repressive legislation, halt all political 
trials and remove all troops from the townships. 


“To help achieve these objectives in the shortest possible 
time, it resolved to meet Mr. de Klerk as soon as possible 


FBIS-AFR-90-034 
20 February 1990 


to discuss with him the need to address these issues so 
that a climate conducive to negotiations is created. 


“Its delegation will be composed of the leaders of the 
ANC based within the country as well as members of the 
NEC based outside the country. 


“The NEC also considers it of vital importance that it 
should meet the leacers of the ANC who are inside South 
Africa, as well as those of the Mass Democratic Move- 
ment and other anti-apartheid forces. 


“It therefore resolved to send a delegation into South 
Africa as soon as the necessary arrangements have been 
made. 


“It further resolved that it is important immediately to 
begin the work of reestablishing the ANC within the 
country. 


“It has therefore constituted the leaders within the 
country into an organ under the NEC charged with the 
task of carrying out this work working under the chair- 
manship of Comrade Walter Sisulu. 


“The NEC calls on all members of the ANC as well as 
those of our compatriots who had already taken steps to 
constitute themselves into ANC units to work directly 
with and under this leadership collective. 


“The NEC resolved to take immediate steps to prepare 
for the organised return to South Africa of the leadership 
and membership of the ANC. 


“It also recognised that over the years, a serious brain 
drain had occurred with the emigration from South 
Africa of many people who were opposed to the apart- 
heid system. 


“It therefore resolved to take steps to encourage the 
return of these exiles as well so that they can contribute 
to the democratic transformation of our country and 
make an effective contribution to the reconstruction and 
developmen of a post-apartheid South Africa. 


“In the light of the new development, the NEC resolved 
that the next national conference of the ANC will be held 
inside South Africa from the 16th of December, 1990. 


“The planned national consultative conference origi- 
nally scheduled for June this year will therefore no longer 
take place. 


“Conference preparations will however continue, both 
inside and outside the country. 


“The NEC welcomed the unbanning of the SACP [South 
African Communist Party]. It reaffirmed the importance 
of the alliance of the ANC, the SACP and the organised 
workers of our country. 


“It resolved that this historic alliance will continue to 
function with the necessary restructuring haviig taken 
place to meet the new situation. 
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“It also reviewed the relations of the ANC with other 
democratic and anti-apartheid formations within South 
Africa. As already indicated, it resolved to enter inte 
discussions with these to assess the recent developments. 


“It reiterated its view that at this stage, the UDF [United 
Democratic Front] and its affiliates should continue to 
function and mobilise their respective constituencies. 


“The NEC is gravely concerned at the continuing vio- 
lence especially in Natal and Uitenhage. It reaffirmed 
the necessity to take urgent steps to stop this destructive 
conflict. It therefore confirmed earlier decisions that the 
leadership within the country should intervene immedi- 
ately to end this fratricidal carnage. 


“It calls on all those who have previously blocked 
attempts to find a solution to cooperate with these 
leaders in the interests of life itself. 

“The NEC reiterated the fact that the mas<es of our 
people continue to suffer under the apartheid system. 


“It restated that even when a climate for negotiations is 
created, this will not mean that this system will have 
been abolished. Therefore the struggle for a united, 
democratic and non-racial South Africa must and will 
continue. 

“In this regard, it considered with all due seriousness, 
suggestions that it should unilaterally suspend the armed 
struggle. 

“While appreciating the sincerity of purpose underlying 
these suggestions, it however confirmed that the only just 
and correct way to approach this question is to adhere to 
the positions contained in the Harare and UN Declara- 
tions. 

“It therefore reiterates that upon the creation of a 
climate conducive to negotiations the ANC will seek to 
negotiate with the Pretoria regime a suspension of hos- 
tilities by both sides. 

“The NEC views with grave concern and strongly con- 
demns the contin sing campaign of repression carried out 
by the South African Bantustan police and armies. 


“The state of emergency and repressive legislation, such 
as the Internal Security Act, which have been main- 
tained, legalise and encourage this campaign of terror 
ayainst the people. 

“The ANC and Umkhonto we Sizwe [Spear of the 
Nation—ANC military wing] have a responsibility to 
defend the people against this terror. 

“There can therefore be no question of a unilateral 
moratorium or a suspension of the armed struggle in a 
situation in which the violence of the apartheid system 
continues unabated. 

“The Pretoria regime has an urgent responsibility to take 
all the necessary measures to end this violence and thus 
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create the situation when the present obligation on our 
part to act in defence of the people, arms in hand, will 
fall away. 


“The NEC reaffirms the need for the continuation of 
in the resolutions of the Conference for a Democratic 
Future and the January 8 statement of the NEC, to 
release the intention of this year of people's action for a 
democratic South Africa. 

“The international community imposed sanctions 


cation for lifting these sanctions at this stage. 
“The NEC strongly condemns the positions taken by the 
British Government on this issue. 


“These positions not only hinder the process leadir.g to 


profound and irreversible changes had taken pan 
keeping with the objectives contained in the UN decla- 
sation on South Africa adopted unanimously last 
December. 


“The NEC therefore calls on the forthcoming ministerial 
meeting of the European Community to reject the call of 
the Thatcher governm:'at to lift sanctions and thus 
repulse its efforts to weai.en the international struggle to 
end the apartheid system. 


“The NEC reaffirmed that our country’s problems can 
only be solved when South Africa has been transformed 
into a non-racial democracy, in which the fundamental 
rights of all our people, both black and white, would be 
guaranteed. 

“It therefore calls on all forces committed to this per- 
spective further to consolidate their unity and continue 
to act together to advance towards the common goal. 


“The struggle continues. The people's victory over the 
apartheid system is assured.” 


De Klerk To ‘Study’ ‘Announcement’ 


MB1602182090 Johannesburg Television Service 
in Afrikaans 1805 GMT 16 Feb 90 


[From the “Network” program] 


[Excerpts] The African National Congress [ANC] is to 
send a delegation to meet President F.W. de Klerk to 
discuss issues obstructing the start of peace negotiations. 


The movement's Executive Committee announced in 
Lusaka this afternoon that it has aiso decided to arrange 
an organized return to South Africa and that the armed 
struggle must continue. {passage omitted] 
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A spokesman for the Office of the State President said in 
response to an inquiry from our political staff tha. Mr 
F.W. de Klerk wifl first study the ANC announcement 
and that, at this stage, he has no comment to make. 


De Klerk To Examine Proposal 


MB1702113290 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1030 GMT 17 Feb 90 


{Text} Cape Town, Feb 17, SAPA—A spokesman for 
Presiden; F.W. de Klerk told SAPA on Saturday [17 
February] the president could not react to Friday's 
statement by the ANC [African National 

National Executive Committee until he (Mr. de Klerk) 
had studied it. 

The spokesman, Mr. Casper Venter, director of liaison 
and information in the state president's office, said he 
ae o> oe eee Cy ae 


Observers point out, however, that in view of past calls 
b~ President de Klerk on the ANC to start talking to the 
government, there was virtually no doubt he would agree 
to a meeting as envisaged in Friday's statement by the 
ANC’s Executive Committee. 


The ANC envisages that the delegation to Mr. de Klerk 
will consist of a mix of leaders inside South Africa and in 
exile. 

ANC’s Thabo Mbeki Reviews Taiks 


MB1802190590 
in Afrikaans 1820 GMT 18 Feb 90 


say, has possibly opened the way to a political settle- 


met. 

The road ahead, I think, is still a pretty bit, still a long 
road. There lots of problems in front of us, but, 
hopefully, , the doors towards a political settle- 
ment of this problem have been opened. 


[Folcsher] Do you have hope that that could be attained 
[Mbeki] Yes, if we can find a way of getting rid of the 


apartheid system by means and getting rid of it 
as quickly as possible, yes, of course, that would be the 
most vay to go about it. 


The history of black majority ruie in Africa 
caused fear among whites in South Africa. 


Do you think that they have reason ’o fear? 


Ought to be possible that both black and white join hands 
to get rid of the apartheid system together since both 
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tc) get rid of apartheid because, by that means, we 
develop a kind of system of mutual dependence, which 
we"ll need in order to replace what we're getting rid of, in 
order to construct together the new South Africa. 


I don’t imagine that it would be terribly difficult to 
continue to be allies in building a postapartheid South 


the ANC is. and it’s a result of a product of many 
decades of misinfrmeiion about what the ANC is as 
some communist-dominated group whose intention is to 
impos. itself on the people of South Africa, and have a 
one-party state, and all of this kind of perception which 
is going to destroy the economy, and is going to impose 
misery on the neogle, that harbors feelings of vengeance 
against white South Africars for the terrible things that 
they've done to black South Africans, all these sorts of 
things. 

We, of course, have to address those issues of 
mation about the ANC because, clearly, it 
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because we don’t want our country taken over by this 
terrible animal. So, it becomes very important that those 
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not be given a right of veto, as it were. It ought not to be 
treated as a force which blocks the source of change 
whic? the overwhelming majority of the people of our 
country want. 


I am sure work needs to be done, even among these white 
compatriots of ours, to say to them, even their security, 
even their happiness can only be «-aranteed in a society 
where, where you don’t have these divisions that the 
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apartheid system imposed. I think the message still needs 
to be put across to them, that they need to be convinced, 
that they, as individuals, as families, would be better off 
in a situation where they don’t have to be guarding their 
houses with guard dogs, and arming themselves, and 
living in this situation of confrontation and conflict and 
fear of what the black who's walking on the other side of 
the street is going to do. 

We can get rid of those things, and I am sure that they 
would feel happier, securer, in a situation where you got 
rid, as I say, of these divisions and conflicts that are 
inherent in an apartheid system. 

[Folcsher] What would you say is the correct image of the 


[Mbeki] I think it’s very important to recognize that 
what inspires the ANC, what inspivsed the ANC for all the 
70 plus years of its existence, has been a visin wth 
Africa that is, that belongs to all the pe =: o uth 
Africa, a South Africa that’s nonracial, © © uth A 
that’s democratic, 4 South Africa in whici: ‘¢  conle 
of South Africa would feel South African, wo. . _../ ihat 
they belong together, in a South Africa in which it ought 
to be possible that we shoula all get together and watch a 
Springbok ieam, even if it was all white, even if it was all 
biack, simply because of the merit of the players, in that 
we would, all of us, cheer this team, and all feel that this 
is our thing, that vision, a vision of South Africa. 
And we, as South Africans, I think we have an under- 
standing that it’s not, in fact, terribly difficult to estab- 
lish that feeling of common nationhood, you know, to sit 
and eat pap and vieis [porridge and meat] together with 
other South Africans. You can get rid, if you get rid of all 
these terrible things, these perceptions, and a bad polit- 
ical system, I think the basis is there for South Africans, 
in fact, to feel proud of their togetherness, to feel proud 
of the diversity of their cultures, and, nonetheless, to feel 
that they are together South Africans and that, if they 
acted together, they can transform this country of theirs 
into something that is great. 

That's the sort of vision that's al.vays ‘inspired the ANC. 
It’s a vision that inspires the ANC now, and we're very 
confident, really, that what might seem to be terrible 
problems today, perceptions of people about the need to 
Stay within a group, that’s the ectual practicai experience 
of South Africans living together, not separated by law 
and this kind of thing. That practical actual experience 
would, in fact, and [ think in a short time, convince 
peoole that they never ever needed these group fences 
because they are not necessary. 


[Folcsher] There is a lot of confusion about nationaliza- 
tion. 

What exactly is the ANC’s point of view about that? 
[Mbeki] I think those questions have got to be part of the 
discussion. There needs... [ thought] something 
will have to be done about the South African economy so 
that it does indeed address the questions of imprcving 
the quality of life of all the people of South Africa. 
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I think you can’t proceed, certainly we can’t, procced 
from the position that the possibility of nationalization 
is excluded. I think there is a whole series of questions 
that need to be put on the agenda in terms of what we do 
with the economy. The issue of nationalization is one of 
them. The tax system is another. The possibility of the 
development of the informal sector in the economy is 
another. Questions of ownership, ownership of produc- 
tive property, that’s another question. There are a mil- 
lion questions of this kind. 


The issues about the international economic relations of 
South Africa, and I don’t any of these issues ought to be 
excluded beforehand. [sentence as heard] 


[Folcsher] But, that’s the ANC’s start, from the point of 
view that the economy should be held intact. 

[Mbeki] Yes, sure, of course. I mean, we have to start off 
from the position that there is an objective that needs to 
be attained, and that objective is, if I were using F.W. de 
Klerk’s words, is that improvement in the quality of life 
for all the peopie. That has to be done. We’ve got to start 
off from that position. 


Then you’ve got to say: How do you do it? And, one of 
the first conclusions you would come to is that you need 
to ensure that that economy continues to grow, that it 
continues to generate more wealth and as much more 
wealth as is possible because without that expanding 
wealth, of course, naturally, you have a smaller cake to 
share out. I think that’s the second important conclusion 
that we would need to get to. 


I think a third important conclusion that we would have 
to get to is that there needs to be some restructuring of 
this economy, so that it does this in the reality of the 
South African economy, that it has been built and 
developed in the (?main) with an eye to the improve- 
ment and the securing of the standards of living of, 
essentially, the white population. 


The whole system of bantustans, homelands, whatever 
they are called, had as one of its aims precisely this point, 
to exclude, what was called in official language, a surplus 
population. So, you expelled them to the bantustans 
because they were surplus, they were not needed by this 
economy. You can’t have an economy that runs like that. 
There ought not to be any surplus people in South Africa. 
So, the economy would need restructuring. And, I am 
saying that it would be wrong from the beginning to say 
we excl te consideration of the element of nationaliza- 
tion, of the element of public property. To say we 
exclude this thing for some ideological reason, because 
you are a free marketeer or something, I think that’s very 
much what has to be part of this discussion, particularly 
given the structure of the South African economy today. 


You see, you have a private sector of the economy which 
is dominated by a handfu! of companies, four, five 
companies that would account for 80, 85 percent of the 
shares quoted on the Johannesburg stock exchange. You 
don’t have a situation of this sort in any country in the 
world, where you have this extraordinary dominance of 
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the private economy of the private sector of the economy 
by a few conglomeraies. And then, of course, we are 
dealing with South Africa, this is South Africa with a 
racial problem, and it’s these predominant companies 
that are exclusively in white hands. 


So, it’s not only an overconcentration of wealth in a few 
hands, but it’s an over concentration of wealth in a few 
white hands, so that becomes a problem. It’s something 
that needs to be addressed because you do want to 
produce a South Africa without these racial conflicts, 
and if you perpetuate a situation whereby the black on 
this side of the street always sees that all the wealth is on 
the white side of the street, you are perpetuating the 
conflict, the tension, the potential for an explosion. 


So, I am saying that it would be wrong, it would be wrong 
from the beginning, to omit from the discussion of what 
needs to be done regarding the economy the option of 
some nationalization. 


Nzo: Mandela ‘Prominent Leader’ 


MB1602195290 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1900 GMT 16 Feb 90 


[Text] The secretary general and acting president of the 
ANC [African National Congress], Mr. Alfred Nzo, says 
the ANC regards Mr. Nelson Mandela as one of the most 
prominent leaders of the organization. 


He was speaking at a news conference in Lusaka after a 
meeting with the National Executive Committee in the 
Zambian capital. 


He said that Mr. Mandela’s application for a passport to 
visit Zambia was still pending and that a statement on a 
meeting between Mr. Mandela and the ANC leadership 
would be issued soon. 


Mr. Nzo said that it had been decided at the meeting to 
institute « national executive committee to reestablish 
the ANC in South Africa. Mr. Walter Sisulu will be the 
chairman of the committee. 


More on NEC Meeting, Mandela Role 


MB1702160390 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1331 GMT 17 Feb 90 


{By Pierre Claasen] 


[Text] Lusaka, Zambia, Feb 17 SAPA—The ANC 
[African National Congress] is confident that its 
response on Friday [16 February] to the SA [South 
African] Government initiatives would pave the way for 
direct talks with Pretoria within weeks. 


There is general optimism in ANC ranks that the four- 
page position paper issued at a press conference contains 
enough compromise and conciliatory direction to elicit a 
favourable response from the De Klerk Cabinet. 


Although there has been some probing questioning of the 
National Executive on Mr Nelson Mandela’s exclusion 
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from even a mention in the document, it is clear he is 
expected to play a pivotal role in contact between the 
exiled ANC and the South African reorganisation of the 
movement, as well as the envisaged talks with the 
government. 


During the three days that the National Executive Com- 
mitte: [NEC] deliberated and announced its response to 
President de Klerk’s initiatives, some differences 
emerged during informal talks on issues such as Mr. 
Mandela’s role and nationalisation. 


Although the acting chairman and secretary-general of 
the ANC, Mr. Alfred Nzo, as well as SACP [South 
African Communist Party] boss, Mr. Joe Slovo, insisted 
there had been no fundamental change in the ANC’s 
long-standing policy on nationalisation, other members 
of the NEC had earlier been vociferous in their denial 
that this policy was current. 


One very senior member said nationalisation would no 
longer be an issue in the ANC’s politics, while another 
pointed out that there was no mention of nationalisation 
in the ANC’s constitutional guidelines. 


A common view was that nationalisation would remain 
an option which could be exercised in any democratic 
system, but that nothing would be done which could 
harm the South African economy. 


An equally dualistic approach surrounds the role of Mr. 
Mandela. 


In certain quarters, he is relegated to “just another 
leader”, while in others, he is referred to as a “most 
1portant leader’’. 


His specific place within the organisation remains 
obscure, however, and indications are the future leader- 
ship of the ANC and the political positioning of main 
contenders is primarily the cause for the obfuscation of 
the issue. 


With the chairman, Mr. Oliver Tambo, seriously ill after 
his stroke it is almost taken for granted here that the 
newly re-scheduled national conference will choose a 
new leader when it meets on December 16 this year. 


Events and in particular progress with negotiations 
inside South Africa is expected to play a decisive role in 
selecting the right man for the crucial role of guiding the 
ANC through the constitutional process and, possibly, 
through its first democratic election campaign. 


Observers here agree there can be no doubt that a 
moderate man, who is perceived as the one most likely to 
bridge ethnic differences and in particular generate the 
greatest measure of trust among whites, stands the best 
chance of taking over the reigns. 


In this category, Mr. Mandela currently appears to be a 
front-runner, although public exposure to younger and 
dynamic men such as foreign affair director, Mr. Thabo 
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Mbeki and Mr Cyril Ramaphosa, stand close behind him 
if the ANC should be prepared to look for new blood at 
the very top. 


Both these younger men are likely to move into the 
centre of public focus in the weeks ahead when the 
proposed exploratory talks between the ANC and the 
government commence in order to finally create the 
climate conducive to the start of constitutional negotia- 
tions. 


Officials Begin Departing Lusaka 
MB1802095290 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0928 GMT 18 Feb 90 


{By Pierre Claasen]} 


(Text] Lusaka, Feb 18, SAaPA—Members of the ANC’s 
{African National Congress] executive committee 
started flying out of Lusaka on Sunday [18 February] to 
brief other exile communities in the neighbouring Front- 
line States on the organisation’s response to the South 
African Government. 


Mr. Tom Sebina, media spokesman for the ANC in 
Lusaka, said several members would be away for two to 
three days and would return to Zambia for the expected 
arrival of released leader, Mr. Nelson Mandela, probably 
next Monday. 


He said it was necessary for national executive members 
go and explain to ANc cadres and exile communities in 
countries such as Tanzania and Angola what the rea- 
soning behind the four-page response document was. 


The ANC’s response came after three days of talks 
attended by 28 of the 35-member National Executive 
Committee [NEC] and had created expectations that real 
talks with the South African Government will commence 
shortly. 


The NEC members leaving Lusaka on Sunday and 
Monday will address two to three meetings in their 
destination countries and will expand on the decisions 
taken as well as informing members of strategies decided 


upon. 


On Saturday night some NEC members said they felt 
there was little left to unblock in respect of talks with the 
South African Government. 


Since Friday’s announcement that a delegation would be 
sent to speak to the government on the remaining 
inhibiting issues, optimism has been steadily growing 
that the climate for negotiations was now within reach 
and that real talks could be at an advanced stage by the 
time the national conference starts in South Africa on 
December 16. 


It is also expected that the re-establishing process will 
begin within days, guided by the special committee of 
seven under the chairmanship of Mr. Walter Sisulu. 
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Other members of the committee are Mr. Raymond 
Mhiaba, Mr. Andrew Miangeni, Mr. Govan Mbeki, Mr. 
Kgalima Molanta, Mr. Harry Gwala and Mr. Cyril 


—4 


It appears from discussions with senior officials in 
Lusaka that Mr. Mandela will fulfill a special role in this 


process, resuming very much the roving organisational 
role he played when arrested. 


His particular talent as facilitator is enhanced by his 
immense public image which may now be a useful 
conciliatory tool to be applied to problem areas such as 
Natal. 


Mbeki Denies Mandela ANC President 


MB1702172890 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1600 GMT 17 Feb 90 


{Text} A member of the National Executive Committee 
of the ANC [African National Congress], Mr. Thabo 
Mbeki, says Mr. Nelson Mandela has never been elected 
president of the organization. 


Mr. Mbeki, who is head of the ANC’s foreign affairs 
section, said in Lusaka that the international media had 
mistakenly created the impression that Mr. Oliver 
Tambo had served as acting president of the ANC while 
Mr. Mandela was in prison. In fact, he said, Mr. Tambo 
was still president of the organization. 


Mr. Tambo is recuperating in Sweden after having 
suffered a stroke. 


Mr. Mandela’s position in the ANC’s leadership will 
probably be clarified when he visits Zambia later this 
month. 


Sisulu: Tambo ‘Man in Charge’ 


MB1802115890 Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES 
in English 18 Feb 90 p 2 


{By David Jackson] 


{Text} This is the first picture of ailing ANC [African 
National Congress} president Oliver Tambo since he 
suffered a stroke in Lusaka last August. 


The photograph was taken in Stockholm by a member of 
Mr. Walter Sisulu’s party during their recent visit to 
Sweden as guests of the Swedish government—part of 
their three-week African and European tour. 


The 72-year-old Mr. Tambo—referred in ANC circles by 
his initials O.R.—been undergoing treatment [as pub- 
lished] at a Swedish clinic since his stroke, which par- 
tially paralysed his right arm and side. 
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Mr. Sisulu told the Sunday Times: “The paralysis is 
improving a great deal now. He took part in three 
meetings with us and he was very bright. We met at a 
private house and not in a hospital. 


“There has been a slowness in his speech, but that has 
not affected his mental faculties. 


“The statement read at a rally we attended was drafted 
personally by Mr Tambo ... he is still the man in charge 
and would still play a key role in any future negotia- 
tions.” 

Talking about Mr. Nelson Mandela’s release, Mr. Sisulu 
said the ANC leader would have preferred to have been 
freed after all political prisoners had been released and 
the state of emergency lifted. 


He also dismissed claims by Law and Order Minister Mr. 
Adriaan Viok—made before Mr. Mandela’s release— 
that security considerations had delayed his freedom. 


Said Mr. Sisulu: “It was no excuse ... they had been 
considering the question of the release of Nelson for 


years. 


“Threats have been made several times by the right- 
wing. 

“Raising the question of threats from within black ranks 
is the usual stunt by the National Party,” he said. 


[Accompanying this article is a 3 by 5, black-and-white, 
full-length of Tambo seated in a cushioned, 
wooden armchair, with his right hand in his lap and his 
left elbow resting on a nearby table. Both of Tambo’s feet 
are on the floor, his right leg is slightly extended, and the 
raised hem on his trousers while he sits exposes his 
swollen ankles. Tambo gives a crooked smile, with the 
left side of his mouth slightly higher than the right side. 
Tambo is wearing a cardigan sweater over a shirt and tie, 
long trousers, and dark slippers. Tambo is not wearing 
his glasses. } 


De Klerk To Attend ‘African Leaders’ Meeting 


MB1902141290 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1409 GMT 
19 Feb 90 


[Text] Cape Town Feb 19 SAPA—The state president, 
Mr F.W. de Klerk will attend a meeting of African 
Leaders in Zaire on Saturday [24 February]. 


His Tuynhuys office confirmed on Monday that Presi- 
dent de Klerk had been invited to Zaire by President 
Mobutu Sese Seko in order to attend a meeting of a 
number of African leaders. 


It will be a one day visit. 
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Nelson Mandela Reportedly To Visit Lusaka 26 Feb 


MB20021 13490 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
20 Feb 90 p 6 


[By Stan Hiophe] 


(Excerpt] Mr. Nelson Mandela will visit Lusaka next 
Monday [26 February] to meet ANC [African National 

] colleagues he has not seen for 27 years, a 
source close to the Mandela family disclosed yesterday. 


The source said Mr. Mandela would leave for ANC 
headquarters in Lusaka after addressing rallies at the 
Kings Park Stadium, Durban, and in Bloemfontein on 
Sunday. 


He would not disclose further details about Mr. Man- 
dela’s trip to Lusaka. [passage omitted] 


Mandela Seeks Talk With UK’s Thatcher on Sanctions 


MB1902105290 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1033 GMT 19 Feb 90 


[Text] London Feb 19 SAPA—ANC [African National 
Congress] leader Nelson Mandela said on Monday he 

urgently wanted to make a direct telephone call to British 
premier Margaret Thatcher, to discuss her attitude to 
sanctions against South Africa. 


“I have got a suggestion to make,” he said in a live 
satellite television interview from his Soweto home. 
Mr Mandela said he would first consult the ANC 
National Executive Committee on this, to get their 
clearance, and declined to give details of what he would 
tell Mrs Thatcher. 


Such matters had to be discussed directly with her and 
not via the mass media, he said. 
British foreign secretary, Douglas Hurd, is due to put 
Mrs Thatcher's case for a partial lifting of sanctions 
against South Africa when European Community minis- 
ters meet in Dublin on Tuesday. 


The 11 other EC countries have reacted more cautiously 
with a “wait and see” attitude to the unbanning of the 
ANC and Mr Mandela’s release, and Mrs Thatcher's 
nioves to lift some sanctions, including that against new 
investment in South Africa, has enraged anti-apartheid 
campaigners. 

One of the first things Mr Mandela himself said on his 
release just over a week ago was that sanctions had to 
remain. 

Reiterating this demand in the live interview, the ANC 
leader said “as soon as the government creates condi- 
tions for negotiations we will seize that with both hand- 
S...we are an Organisation of peace”. 


Asked about Tuesday's EC foreign ministers meeting, 
Mr Mandela said: “My intention is to phone and speak 
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to Mrs Thatcher on this question...We regard the atti- 
tude of the British Government on sanctions as of 


primary importance. 


“I am going to consult the executive committee in 
Lusaka as well as the National Reception Committee in 
Johannesburg about communicating very urgently with 
Mrs Thatcher, because I have got a suggestion to make. 


“If I get clearance...I will do so immediately. I would like 
to express my views on this question directly to her.” 


Commenting on Mrs Thatcher’s views that President 
F.W. de Klerk’s government needed encouragement now 
from the international community to move further away 
from apartheid and to bolster it against a white rightwing 
backlash, Mr Mandela said: 


“We are well aware of the problems Mr de Klerk may be 
facing, and we will try to make things as easy as possi- 
ble.” 


It was imperative however that Mr de Klerk “must first 
comply with the pre-conditions (for negotiation) we have 
set out”. 


Mr Mandela said the ANC had been “very considérate” 
so far, and it had to be recognised that the pre-condition 
of “total dismantling of apartheid” had been dropped. 


“This was removed so that he (Mr de Klerk) could meet 
our demands without the necessarity of first going to 
Parliament. 


“Everybody must accept that gesture as indicating our 
willingness to contribute to creating a climate conducive 
to negotiations. "The rest must be undertaken by the 
government.“ 


In response to another question, Mr Mandela said there 
was “no stalemate at present. "We are progressing... The 
ANC is prepared to sit down and talk with the govern- 
ment even before ali the pre-conditions have been met... 
This is evidence of our desire to contribute.“ 


ANC Plans Mandela-Commonwealth ‘Summit Meeting’ 


MB1902075290 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
0600 GMT 19 Feb 90 


[Text] The ANC [African National Congress] appears to 
be organizing a summit meeting involving Nelson Man- 
dela and a number of Commonwealth leaders. The 
summit is scheduled to take place within the next few 
weeks, and as (Crinto Keath) reports, Australian Prime 
Minister Bob Hawke has declined his invitation: 


{((Crinto Keath)] Prime Minister Bob Hawke says he was 
telephoned last night by Zambia's President Kaunda. He 
said the Zambian leader had invited him to a summit 
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meeting in Lusaka to meet Mandela face to face. Hope- 
the meeting would involve Canada’s Prime Min- 
Mulroney, the head of [word indistinct], Malasia’s 
Mahathir, Kaunda, and Zimbabwe's Robert 
Mugabe. Hawke declined the invitation, saying it was 


Walter Sisula To Head ANC Internal Operations 


MB1902095 190 Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 
19 Feb 90 p 1 


[By Themba Molefe and Sy Makaringe] 


[Excerpt] Mr Walter Sisulu is the new chief of the 
internal wing of the African National Congress [ANC]. 


The appointment was made at a two-day ANC consul- 
tative session in Lusaka at the weekend. 

Yesterday Sisulu said his main function was to prepare 
for the re-emergence of the ANC as a legal organisation. 


The job entails opening branches and —23 the 
Organisation's finances, among other “urgent” tasks. 


However, Sisulu warned: “We are not going to allow any 
person to open branches without following procedure. 


“A great deal of work has to be put into the reorganisa- 
tion of the ANC inside the country especially as we have 
to prepare for a conference in December.” 


The others appointed to serve on Sisulu’s committee are 
Nr Raymond Mhiaba, Mr Govan Mbeki, Mr Andrew 
Mlangeni, Mr Kgalema Moloantwa, Mr Harry Gwala 
and Mr Cyril Ramaphosa. [passage omitted] 


Nelson Mandela’s Health Termed ‘Sound’ 


MB1802115090 Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES 
in English 18 Feb 90 p 1 


[By David Jackson] 


[Text] Nelson Mandela is to undergo 2 series of medical 
tests to ensure his health can star‘ up the punishing 
schedule he has set himself since} . ‘lease from prison 
last week. 

His health is being monitored closely, including daily 
blood pressure readings. The results of a comprehensive 
medical check-up carried out recently at the Victor 
Verster prison in Paarl are understood to have been 
handed to the National Reception Committee, the body 
responsible for organising Mr Mandela’s programme. 


According to reliable sources, the prison check-up 
included a brain scan and an electro-cardiogram. The 
sources insist that while Mr Mandela’s general health 
remains sound, further tests may be needed to determine 
the nature of a “spot” or “shadow” that showed up in the 
routine heart check. 
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Mr Mandela contracted tuberculosis while in Follsmoor 
prison and was treated in a private clinic before being 
transferred 15 months ago to the Victor Verster prison. 
Since his release last Sunday [11 February], the 71- 
year-old Mr Mandela has taken on an exhausting 
schedule of speeches, meetings and interviews that 
would have taxed the stamina of a younger man. He is 
planning to travel widely, beginning with a visit to the 
ANC [African National Congress] headquarters in 
Lusaka this week. 

A National Reception Committee [NRC] source said 
there was no cause for concern over Mr Mandela’s 
health. He would not confirm that the NRC had been 
given details of Mr Mandela’s recent medical check-up. 


Said the NRC source: “Mr Mandela is in good shape. He 
is just tired, but that is understandable after a hectic 
week. Any tests carried out are purely precautionary. It 
would be foolish to monitor the health of a man over 
70.” [as published] 


ANC’s Radio Freedom Interviews Nelson Mandela 


EA1702200490 Addis Ababa Radio Freedom 
in English to South Africa 1900 GMT 16 Feb 90 


[Excerpts] Compatniots, tonight we present to you a 
telephonic interview with Comrade Nelson Mandeia. 
For the first time, you will have an opportunity to listen 
through Radio Freedom to the views of the people’s 
leader. On the line to his home in Soweto last night, 
Radio Freedom first asked Comrade Mandela to draw 
similarities between the situation in our country pres- 
ently and the situation which existed just before the 
i of the ANC [African National Congress] in 
1960. 


[Begin recording] [passage omitted] [Reporter] Comrade 
Mandela, you have been quoted on a number of times as 
saying that the ANC has to address the concerns of 
whites. In your view, in what way can this be addressed? 
[Mandela] Well, it is not wise to go into any specifics. 
This is a very sensitive matter and it would be advisable 
for me to express my views to the leadership of the 
organization, to the leadership in Lusaka. It is the duty of 
all loyal and disciplined members of the organization 
[word indistinct] irrespective of the status of a man, it is 
his duty to report first and foremost to the [words 
indistinct] in Lusaka on any ideas, specific ideas he has 
in regard to addressing important questions which will 
(?sustain) unity in the country. 


[Reporter] Comrade Mandela, but how would you 
respond to those who are saying De Klerk has taken a 
step forward, now the ball is in the court of the ANC to 
make a move? 

[Mandela] Yes, well, it is true that Mr de Kierk has been 
a bold leader, very courageous. And in my meetings with 
him I have gained the impression that he is a man of 
integrity who means what he says and who intends to 
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back his words with action. He also has got two cabinet 
ministers, minister [name indistinct] and Dr. Gerrit 
Viljoen, who are complementing him very well in his 
quest for peace in the country and to write a new page in 
our history. 


But the issue, decisive issue here is not what we think of 
Mr. de Klerk as head of state. The decisive question is 
that—is whether he will be able to carry a National Party 
in a new policy. We are still suffering under the repres- 
sive policies of the National Party, and the ball is in his 
Own court to show that he can carry the National Party. 
There is no ball in our court. The ball is still in the court 
of the government. The government has not [words 
indistinct] completed the first stage with which we are 
concerned, that is, of meeting all the preconditions 
which we have set. The unbanning of the ANC alone and 
the partial lifting of the state of emergency gave no 
answer at all. So, therefore, the ball is in their court. 


[revolutionary song] [end recording] 


Compatriots, just before we ended that interview with 
the people’s leader Comrade Nelson Mandela, we asked 
him to say a few words, a message to listeners of Radio 
Freedom, and this is what he said: 


[Begin Mandela recording] It is very difficult, of course, 
to know what to say. I have not been advised [of this 
question] beforehand. If I had been, you know, I would 
have made better preparation. But it is even better that 
my remarks should come from the heart. Radio Freedom 
has played, you know, a remarkable role in the strength- 
ening of our struggle. It has given the struggle unprece- 
dented momentum and was able to reach many areas 
which we could not reach, which we could not otherwise 
have reached. And the fact that the ANC and allied 
Organizations are now in the center of the political 
struggle in this country is due to many factors, and not 
least of which is the campaign which has been put 
concertedly and very firmly by Radio Freedom. 


Unfortunately, in prison my colleagues and | were 
unable to take advantage of the broadcasts from Radio 
Freedom. And it would have made our lives all the 
better, all the more enjoyable, all the more (enjoyable) if 
they were able to listen to Radio Freedom. 


But our visitors and articles in the press made it clear 
that Radio Freedom was doing a very good work inside 
the country, because they have made it possibile, even 
during the most difficult days in our struggle when we 
were of course operating under, in conditions of ille- 
gality, it was able to put across our message, and that 
galvanized a resistance to apartheid and all other forms 
of (?the cycle of) repression to a degree which has never 
been witnessed before in this country. 


And we are therefore indebted to Radio Freedom itself 
and to all those inside and outside the country, especially 
those inside, who took the risk of continuing to listen to 
Radio Freedom. It is an indication of the importance of 
the message which it puts across that so many people 
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listen to Radio Freedom. And I say to you, our heartiest 
congratulations for the excellent work t.at you have 
done. [end recording] 


Mandela Interviewed on Economic Sanctions 


OW 1802063190 Tokyo NHK General Television 
Network in Japanese 1200 GMT 16 Feb 90 


[From the“NHK News Today” program; interview with 
African National Congress (ANC) leader Nelson Man- 
dela by NHK newscaster Jiro Hirano on 16 February via 
satellite connecting the former's residence in Soweto in 
outskirts of Johannesburg with NHK studio in Tokyo— 
live; Mandela and Hirano speak in English, with simul- 
taneous translation in Japanese; following translated 
from the Japanese] 


[Text] [Hirano] Good afternoon, Mr. Mandela. I am very 
delighted to speak to you from Tokyo. 
[Mandela] I am delighted, too. 


{Hirano} It has been five days since you were released 
from prison. Were there any conditions for your release? 
Were you not asked to refrain from participating in 
violent activities, for example? 

{Mandela} No. The release was completely uncondi- 
tional. 


[Hirano] How effective do you think foreign countries’ 
economic sanctions against the South African Govern- 
ment were? 

{Mandela} Well, so far, the sanctions have been very 
effective. If they were not effective, the South African 
people and the government would not have complained 
about the sanctions. The reason the governmer’ com- 
plained was that they felt the effects of the sanctions. 
Therefore, I think the sanctions worked. As we have 
emphasized time and again, calling for the sanctions was 
not our choice. It was forced on us by the government 
itself. If the sanctions are removed, then it means that 
the government has fulfilled the premises we have set. 
After that, we will submit our fundamental demand— 
that is, the system of one vote per person. 


[Hirano] In the last couple of years, Japan has been 
criticized by other countries for not carrying out eco- 
nomic sanctions faithfully. Do you share this view? 
[Mandela] Well, it is too early to think in terms of lifting 
the sanctions because other measures have not yet been 
decided upon by the government. We will announce to 
the world if we arrive at the stage when the sanctions 
should be removed. The countries participating in the 
sanctions should listen to us. We will cail for their 
removal if the sanctions are no longer needed. 


[Hirano] Then you do not agree with what [UK] Prime 
Minister Thatcher said? 

{Mandela} No, no matter what countries felt the time has 
come to lift the sanctions, our position remains the same. 
The sanctions should be lifted only after measures to 
solve the major problem of this country have been taken. 
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The South African Government has not yet taken the 
first step toward such measures. In other words, the 
government has not fufilled the necessary conditions we 
submitted—that is, the creation of an atmosphere in 
which we can start negotiations. Therefore, there is no 
question that we will not call for the lifting of the 
sanctions. 


[Hirano] Mr. Mandela, the whole world is watching you 
now. What are you going to do now? 

[Mandela] It would be a mistake if the world expected 
one indivisual to do something substantial in South 
Africa. That is the task of the African National 

[ANC]. What we can do is to report to the ANC’s 
headquarters in Lusaka. Then they will instruct me on 
what to do. 


{Hirano} Mr. Mandela, you still have a great role to play 
in unifying various black nationalist groups. Can you 
comment on this? 

[Mandela] I think that it is also the task of the ANC. Let 
me add that I will act in a manner specified and 
determined by the ANC. The ANC has been involved in 
this task since 1912, and it has been successful in 
bringing about unity. No one individual is expected to 
take over such a task. I may, however, express my views 
to the ANC’s executive meetings. This being the case, the 
movement for unification will pick up its momentum. 


[Hirano] Now about you and Mr. de Klerk. Mr. de Klerk 
decided on your release. Do you think that was a 
decision based on justice and reason? 

[Mandela] I have said on a number of occasions that 
Fresident de Klerk is a man of noble character. I think 
that he means what he says. However, the issue is not so 
much what he says as what the National Party, the ruling 


party, will do. 


If the ruling National Party can come up with new 
policies, there can be a bright future ahead for this 
country. 


[Hirano] We understand that today the Japanese Gov- 
ernment extended an invitation to you to visit Japan. 
Will you accept the invitation? If so, when do you think 
you can come? 

{Mandela} Of course, | wil! accept the invitation, even 
though I need approval from the National Executive 
Committee of the ANC. 


(Hirano] When do you think you can make the visit? 
— message will you have for the Japanese at that 
time? 

[Mandela] First of all, sometime next week I will have to 
talk to the ANC Executive Committee about it. I think 
the Executive Committee will decide on when I should 
make the visit. I think the Executive Committee will 
decide what message I should bring to the people of 
Japan. All I can say now is that the support given by the 
Japanese people in the past has been very helpful. 


{Hirano] You were in jail for about 28 years. Do you feel 
that the world has changed a lot in those 28 years? 
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[Mandela] You are right. There have been treinendous 
changes. World politics has changed a lot. The sciences 
have made much progress, too, and I think these changes 
are proceeding. 


{Hirano} Thank you so much, Mr Mandela. I wish you 
the best of health. 


ANC Commeuts on Government’s ‘Intentions’ 


AB1302204090 Addis Ababa Radio Freedom in English 
to South Africa 1900 GMT 11 Feb 90 


[Station commentary: “Our People Will Not Be Terror- 
ized To Surrender”] 


[Text] Compatriots, after last Friday, 2 February, it is 
only now that it has become clear what the apartheid 
regime's true intentions are. The announcements made 
by F.W. de Klerk last Friday are still subjected to 
analysis at home and abroad. Added to this analysis are 
comments made by De Klerk and his racist police. From 
the apartheid president's own statement after last Friday 
has made it clear that he has made the announcements 
that he did not seek to create a climate for negotiations, 
but to abet the kind of changes that Zimbabwean people 
{words indistinct] that existed in that country during the 
period of white minority domination. And therefore we 
have it from De Klerk himself that at all costs genuine 
freedom for the oppressed in South Africa should be 
avoided. 


To the De Klerk regime the oppressed people in South 
Africa do not deserve the kind of freedom that the people 
in other countries of the world enjoy. The De Klerk 
regime has, therefore, sat down and decided that our 
country must remain in the hands of white minority. 
Despite being at pains to say that we (?extend) political 
power to the disenfranchised majority of our country, De 
Klerk’s comments about effecting a revolution has 
betrayed his true intentions to go no further than what he 
has covered so far. And then we also have the apartheid 
police spokesman, Leon Mellet, who yesterday called on 
combatants of Umkhonto we Sizwe [Spear of the 
Nation], the people’s army, within the country to sur- 
render their arms. The racist police spokesman, as if to 
surrender to a fighting people is not absurd enough, goes 
on to say that even if these combatants surrender their 
weapons, this will not mean that they are immune to 
prosecution, and that the racist police are still committed 
to fight what he called terrorism. 


And then the apartheid education minister, Stoffel van 
der Merwe, confirmed that the apartheid regime remains 
as deeply committed to bantu education as it was in 
1963, and apartheid education was [word indistinct]. All 
this [words indistinct] the contempt they have for our 
people. It is in this context that the democratic forces in 
our country must look at the announcement made by the 
racist president, F.W. de Klerk, last Friday [9 February]. 
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[Words indistinct] for one thing it is clear that whatever 
De Klerk has said, the apartheid regime has no inten- 
tions whatsoever of removing the apartheid system. The 
apartheid regime has said that negotiations must begin 
so that South Africa breaks out of the cycle of violence 
and conflict. But we now (?know) that the kind of 
negotiations that the De i 

negotiations to discuss the 
democratic forces of our country. These terms of sur- 
render mean that the democratic forces of our country, 
led by the ANC [African National Congress], are free to 
talk to the apartheid regime on whether or not South 
Africa must be transformed into a united and racial and 
democratic society on the basis of one person, one vote. 


The democratic forces of our country have been invited 
to the negotiation table having been informed?that the 
apartheid system for its part has defined the preservance 
of white minority domination as something that is 
non-negotiable. We will be free to discuss education, but 
not the abolishment of apartheid educaticn. Thus, it has 
become clear that the apartheid system has ordained 
itself with the title of being a power on whose terms must 
be discussed the future of our country’s (?position). 


Once more, the apartheid regime sees itself as nothing 
other than a ruling party on whose selected path our 
country must go. The democratic forces of our country 
reject this entirely. South Africa is the heritage of all 
South Africans, and no amount of deceit, terror or 
playing with words will make South Africans abandon 
their right to determine the future of their country. De 
Klerk’s version for our country cannot be accepted. To 
this end, the people of our country, led by their move- 
ment, the ANC, must prepare to fight to ensure that all 
South Africans determine their future and that not a 
clique of racists will be allowed to take that right from 
South Africans. [revolutionary song] 


Compatriots, the kind of statements uttered so far by the 
apartheid ringleaders, in their obvious elaboration on De 
Klerk’s announcement, have continued to define for our 
people and their liberation movement, party, and their 
allies have been calculated to dupe our people and the 
international community that the apartheid regime was 
taking great strides towards negotiations. But the 
conman that De Klerk is, he at least cannot deceive 
himself that what he announced unbanning of the ANC, 
the SACP [South African Communist Party}, and their 
allies. De Klerk must have known that for a long t had 
long ago legalized our movements. The only difference 
now, which also is not significant, is that in the apartheid 
government gazette there are clauses recognizing the 
legal status of our movements. Besides, nothing more has 
changed. 


i 
. 
a 


The situation remains that of the fifties, prior to the 
gazetted illegalization of our movment on [words indis- 
tinct] in the statute books of the apartheid regime [words 
indistinct] against the forces of democracy in our 
country. The [word indistinct] organizaticns act, under 
which our movement, the ANC, was illegalized, remains 
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the weapon in the hands of the regime to once more 
proscribe the ANC once [words indistinct]. There are 
scores of other repressive laws which will be used at any 
time to arrest individuals and jail them as the regime 
feels, following the banning of the ANC. Furthermore, a 
state of emergency remains in place, and under its 
regulations free political activity cannot be realized. Our 
movement cannot, under those oppressive race relations, 
call its members and supporters to undertake actions to 
press home its point to the regime. This is the reality that 
governs our country today, and it is the same reality 
under which the apartheid regime says we must sur- 
render our arms and negotiate our terms of surrender. 
The kind of peace that [words indistinct] is the peace of 
the day. Indeed, we must emphasize to the regime and to 
all that we, the democratic forces of South Africa, will 
not be terrorized to surrender. Only those who have been 
defeated in battle can discuss with their victors terms of 
surrender. In this regard, our movement has not been 
defeated. By unbanning the ANC after 30 years of trying 
to crush it and defeat it, the apartheid regime has in fact 
admitted to the fact thai the ANC has not been defeated, 
but instead the ANC lives, that it (7leads) the over- 
whelming majority of South Africans, that it is strong 
and fights on with the people, as they [word indistinct] 
their final assault on the citadels of racist power. 


To call on widiers of Umkhonto we Sizwe, the people’s 
army, to surrender therefore their arms as the apartheid 
regime has one (?belies) not only their fear of the final 
assault that the people are making, but also the contempt 
for the intelligence of Umkhonto we Sizwe soldiers, who 
have led the people's offensive against the regime. We 
must make it clear to the De Klerk regime that Umkh- 
onto we Sizwe soldiers will surrender not even a bullet, a 
single bullet that they will lose will have been shot at the 
regime and its forces. [Words indistinct] that Umkhonto 
we Sizwe commanders and combatants will remaii (?as 
their active force) with the same order and (?commit- 
ment) to carrying out those orders. We shall none other 
than that they must annihilate the enemy and his forces. 
That they must sever the enemy lines of communication, 
that they must hit the enemy economic infrastructure, 
that they must continue to train and arm the people, to 
prepare them for the battle against the regime for the 
seizure of power. Let the regime fix it firmly in its mind 
that the only time when such orders will be withdrawn 
will be when there has been a substantive talk to remove 
apartheid, when a decent cessation of hostilities shall 


have been agreed upon. 


This will mean that the regime’s forces will themselves 
have to disarm if the cessation of hostilities requires that. 
We must repeat again that the democratic forces of our 
country will not be ordered nor terrorised to surrender 
by the apartheid regime. The ANC says, legal or not, the 
movement orders Umkhonto we Sizwe to fight on. The 
armed struggle has brought about this moment, and it 
must be armed struggle that will see the progress to its 
finish. Forward to power! 
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De Klerk Stresses Natioral Party's Importance 


MB1602192590 Johannesburg Television Service 
in English 1600 GMT 16 Feb 90 


[Text] In Cape Town, the state president has said that 
the role of the National Party [NP] has never been more 
important than now. 


In an address to the party’s Federal Council, he said the 
NP would continue not only to look after the interests of 
whites but also to play a vital role in the country’s 
constitutional future. 


During the meeting, the Federal Council passed a 
motion of appreciation to former State President P.W. 


Government To Make ‘Financial Gesture’ to Namibia 


MB1902203090 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1900 GMT 19 Feb 90 


[Text] The minister of finance, Mr. Barend du Plessis, 

the government will make a financial gesture to 
Namibia on its i . He was responding to a 
call from the Democratic Party [DP] for a financial gift 
to Namibia during the debate on the additional appro- 
priation bill in Parliament today. 


The financial spokesman of the DP, Mr. Harry Schwarz, 
said that such a gift was necessary to demonstrate South 
African good wishes on Namibian independence. 


‘Massive’ Johannesburg Peace March Set for 23 Feb 


MB1902183090 Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 
19 Feb 90 p 8 


{Text} A massive peace march is due to take place 
tnrough the streets of Johannesburg on Friday (23 Feb- 


ruary}. 

Permission for the march, which is being organised by 
the Democratic Party [DP], will be sought from Johan- 
nesburg’s Chief Magistrate today. 

The march is seen as a counter to the Conservative 
Party’s mass march through Pretoria last Thursday. 


“The march is intended to give the citizens of Johannes- 
burg a chance to express their hopes for peace, negotia- 
tion and »” one of the organisers, Mr Peter 
Soal, the DP MP for Johannesburg North, said yes- 
He stressed it would be a peace march and any form o 
aggression or anti-social behaviour would not be toler- 
ated. “We will be there to celebrate, not to destroy.” 


Politicians, business leaders, academics, churchmen and 
other prominent people of all races are expected to take 
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part in the march, which starts at the Johannesburg 
station at | pm and ends at the City Hall. 


A spokesman for a group of Jewish professional people 
said yesterday that a planned march by outraged Jews in 
reaction to last week’s open display of Nazism and 
anti-Semitism by the Right-wing in P ‘etoria has been 
moved from Thursday to Friday and » .'! combine with 
the DP’s mass rally. 


16 Feb Press Review on Current Problems, Issues 
MB1602191590 


{Editorial Report] 
THE STAR 


Sending Troops to Natal ‘T * Solution—A page 
12 editorial in Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 
16 February reads: “Sending 1,000 additional troops to 
curb the killings in Natal is welcome, but military 
measures provide only temporary solutions. The vio- 
lence is estimated tc have claimed more than 2,500 lives 
in two years. These losses are horrifying when compared 
with the death toll in one of the worid’s bitterest con- 
flicts, Northern Ireland, which is said to have cost 3,000 
lives in 20 years. Mr. Nelson Mandela’s call for a new 
peace initiative to be worked out urgently must be 
heeded. To begin with, the two antagonists, Inkatha and 
the UDF [United Democratic Front}, must instruct their 
‘forces’ to withdraw from the conflict while talks get 
started. The soldiers should be there to help the police 
curb dissident elements and prevent criminals from 
operating behind the smoke and flames of political 
turmoil. Only after this happens will there be a chance of 
gaining some kind of perspective on the violence. This 
will be essential to the work of the commission President 
de Klerk is considering appointing to investigate the 
causes of the warfare and to suggest ways of dealing with 
them.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


US. TV Programs Part of Political Process—‘“‘There’s no 
need to wait for the talks-about-talks to start—they're 
already under way, largely by courtesy of U.S. television 
networks,” points out a page 10 editorial in Johannes- 
burg BUSINESS DAY in English on 16 February. “The 
talk-shows being hosted from SA [South Africa] after the 
unbanning of the ANC [African National Congress] and 
the SA Communist Party may interest America’s late- 
night boxwatchers. But because they put South Africans 
in touch before meetings take place or exiles return, the 
shows are not merely observing the SA process; they 
ave become part of it.” “In satellite link-ups hints are 
»ped, politically coded messages sent and received 
positions quietly explored or staked out. Nuances 

and body language lost in news reports add to the 
communication. The discussions are helping form our 
future. If the SABC [South African Broadcasting Corpo- 
ration] has learnt anything in relaying the programmes, 
it will pick up where the Americans leave off. All it takes 
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is neutral but probing interviewers to put a group of 
politicians together and ask them th: questions they 
would rather duck.” 


Free Market Traits for Blacks ‘Vital’—“The 
interdependence of politics and economics has never 
been more evident than in the development of the new 
SA,” observes Raymond Parsons, director general of the 
South African Chamber of Business, in an “excerpt from 
his address this week to a Port Elizabeth seminar on 
change” on the same page, headlined “Vital To Show 
That Capitalism Does Not Equal Apartheid”. “Certain 
groups apparently remain fixed in the ideological cast of 
collectivism, or socialism. But an added problem in SA 
has been the perception by many blacks that capitalism 
and apartheid are identical.” “What blacks in the SA 
economy have experienced as ‘rules of the game’ is the 
antithesis of a free enterprise economy. The explicit 
identification of the true and pure principles of the 
markei-orientated, competitive economy will enable 
blacks to base their case for reform and change on these 
principles rather than on those of socialism. It seems 
vital to clarify the political climate on this level.” 


SOWETAN 


Expose White Fears ‘for What They Are’—Joe Thioloe 
writes in his page 6 “Perspective” column in Johannes- 
burg SOWETAN in English on 16 February: “In this 
exciting week—when Mr. Nelson Mandela was released 
from jail after 27 years; when thousands gathered at the 
Grand Parade in Cape Town to welcome him; when even 
more crammed the FNB [First National Bank] Stadium 
in Johannesburg to listen to him—it is sad to find State 
President Mr. F.W. de Klerk still using the old language 
of apartheid. It was also disappointing to hear Mandela 
responding sympathetically to that language.” Thloloe 
reminds apartheid “was created for the material benefit 
of white South Africans and they made it a point that 
they always remained in control.” “It is this system that 
we—all the people who believe in justice—are deter- 
mined to dismantle.” “When we talk of a post-apartheid 
society, we should talk of a South African nation. We 
should think of all South Africans enjoying rights and 
having obligations as South Africans, not as black £ outh 
Africans or white ones; not as Indian South Africas or 
coloured. That is what the struggle for liberation in this 
country is all about. There is no need to mollycoddle 
people who want to maintain apartheid, albeit under 
another name. There is no reason ‘the fears of whites’ 
should not be faced directly and shown up for what they 
are.” 


THE CITIZEN 


Mandela ‘Cool’ in Addressing ANC ‘Bottom Line’—A 
page 6 editorial in Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in 
English on 15 February describes Nelson Mandela’s 
Cape Town and Soweto speeches as “cool, well-judged 
and tempered with the realisation that any emotional 
statements would have tragic consequences. Indeed, 
both speeches were more calming than rousing. For that 
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we are grateful.” “There is growing unrest throughout 
the country—although he has urged an end to violence— 
but not all of it can be blamed on the fact that he has 
been freed. The killings in Natal in the war between 
supporters of the United Democratic Front and Inkatha 
have become endemic. Like all of us, he would like this 
terrible bloodletting to end. Strangely enough, although 
he favours the armed struggle, he also talks peace.” “Our 
view that he is a Black nationalist, that he remains totally 
committed to the aims and objectives of the ANC, 
remains.” THE CITIZEN recalls Mandela has talked of 
“compromises without specifying in what directions” 
and warns: “Make no mistake about this, however: The 
bottom line for the ANC is one man, one vote majority 
rule. And it will not rest until it achieves this and governs 
the country.” 


ANC Mast Show Confidence, Call for End to Sanctions— 
“We are going to have to live with sanctions for quite a 
long time yet,” projects a page 6 editorial in THE 
CITIZEN on 16 February, noting Nelson Mandela, 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu, and the Reverend Jesse 
Jackson believe President de Klerk’s 2 February speech 
“hasn't gone far enough.” THE CITIZEN reiterates 
sanctions will not be lifted “until apartheid is ended and 
the new democratic South Africa has dawned.” “Unfor- 
tunately, the belief overseas is that sanctions have been 
effective, which is why Mr. de Klerk made his startling 
about-turn, unbanned the banned organisations and 
released Mr. Mandela.” “Each year sanctions are in 
force, they harm the economy which, while it has not 
been wrecked, could do so much better if there were no 
sanctions. Indeed, if the ANC were so confident of 
victory and of ruling the new South Africa, it should call 
for the lifting of sanctions now, not only as a quid pro 
quo for Mr de Klerk’s concessions but in order to have a 
healthy economy in place should the great day arrive. 
Instead, it intends to see that they remain in force.” 


CAPE TIMES 


Mandela Must Recognize ‘Right’ Time for Economic 
Change—A page 6 editorial in Cape Town CAPE TIMES 
in English on 14 February finds Nelson Mandela's 
remarks since his 11 February release from prison gen- 
erally “moderate and reasonable so far when seen in 
context. After 27 years of being isolated from his polit- 
ical constituency he needs to re-establish his political 
identity (as opposed to h's litical stature) among his 
followers by showing that he remains his own man; at the 
same time he has the task of absorbing into his experi- 
ence the actuality of the changed society in which he now 
finds himself and the lessons he has learnt.” As for 
economic change, “there can be no doubt that substan- 
tial economic change will be part and parcel of the 
drastic reforms that lie ahead. Wealth distortions created 
by policies of racial suppression and inequality will have 
to be addressed.” “Mr. Mandela rightly has weighed the 
country’s economic performance against such measures 
as employment levels, productivity and social responsi- 
bility. We can hope that he will soon come to realise, if 
he does not do so already, that these are achievable only 
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in the right climate of investor confidence. Otherwise he 
stands to discover that the world at large will not buy an 
out-dated and unworkable economic philosophy any 
more than it would a discredited ideology of white racial 
superiority. Nor, we believe, will the majority of South 
Africans, black as well as white.” 


TRANSVALER 


Mandela Release Closes Door on ‘Old’ Nation— 
Johannesburg TRANSVALER in Afrikaans on 12 Feb- 
ruary claims in a page 6 editorial: “This must finally 
close the door to the old South Africa. If 2 February was 
a strong indication of the next chapter in South Africa’s 
history, then 11 February literally led in that history. 
Yesterday’s drastic event and the far-reaching conse- 
quences it holds will naturally eat at white emotions, let 
alone bring the Afrikaner to a standstill for some time, 
especially when they realize that it was one of their own 
people who set this historic revolution in motion. There 
must be no doubt about the emotional shock. Even 
among those Afrikaners who feel most deeply that F.W. 
de Klerk sincerely believes he has chosen the path that 
will lead the country and its people along a new and 
peaceful direction there are today inherent fears.” “A 
tremendous task rests on Mandela’s shoulders. Channel- 
ling the emotions and expectations unleashed yesterday 
so as to cancel out further confrontation depends on 
him. Together with the hope contained in yesterday's 
events, during the coming days, weeks, and months 
people will wait with bated breath on developments in 
the black community.” “After yesterday, there is no 
turning back, and the winds of change have not even 
stopped blowing yet.” 


DIE BURGER 


Mandela Unrest Shows Need for Nerves’— 
“Nelson Mandela’s release from Paari’s Victor Verster 
Prison yesterday is a dramatic act with enormous sym- 
bolic significance,” stresses a page 12 editorial in Cape 
Town DIE BURGER in Afrikaans on 12 February. “The 
thousands who streamed to Cape Town’s Grand Parade 
yesterday to listen to this important, sympolic figure of 
the black nationalist liberation movement show that he 
can play a major role in the peace process. This must be 
borne in mind even when controversy and strife sur- 
round him, as was the case yesterday.” “Mandela’s 
eventual call on the Grand Parade crowd to disperse in a 
disciplined manner was necessary, as chaos had reigned 
there for hours. These events are a serious indictment 
against the ANC and the UDF, who had arranged the 
occasion.” “On the other hand, those events also empha- 
size the fact that strong nerves are going to be needed in 
South Africa to keep the proposed negotiation process 
going. This must be borne in mind, particularly by the 
whites.” 


World Community Has ‘Moral Duty’ To Hail Changes— 
A second editorial on the same page declares: “Following 
Nelson Mandela’s release and the legitimization and 
derestriction of the ANC and other organizations, no one 
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can justly question the government's honest efforts to 
work out a new political system in consultation with the 
blacks’ representatives. This fact, which must be 
admitted by all reasonalic pewple, places before the 
outside world an important choice about how they must 
react to developments here.” “The time has come for the 
outside world to give the government the credit it 
deserves. All these years, certain steps have been 
demanded of the government, not least among them the 
legitimization of the ANC and Mandela’s release. South 
Africa has now largely satisfied these demands, mainly 
for its own internal reasons. Thus, the international 
community has a moral duty not only to put its positive 
reaction into words but also te translate these into 


Public To Await Developments ‘Calmly’— 
“Understandably, there is disappointment and even 
shock, particularly among whites, over the harsh tone of 
releas.” ANC leader Nelson Mandela's first speech, on 
the evening of 11 February. However, this is not the time 
to throw up one’s hands in despair,” cautions a page 10 
editorial in DIE BURGER on 13 February. “Those who 
were frightened by the speech, despite certain asitive 
tones it contained, ought to note his seconc public 
utterance, at yesterday’s news conference. Th-.e he 
showed understanding for the fears whites can have for 
black domination. He says the ANC sees it as utmost in 
importance that whites be given guarantees in a new 
constitution. All in all, it appears that South Africans will 
calmly wait further developments. In any case, it does 
not mean that all the other negotiators will simply be 
brushed aside while the ANC forces its unbridled will on 
South Africa.” 


BEELD 


‘Reason for Hope’ on Negotiations—Johannesburg 
BEELD in Afrikaans on 13 February says in a page 14 
editorial: “Many South Africatis who had started to hope 
Nelson Mandela would emerge from prison as a kind of 
father figure and declare himself unequivocally in favor 
of reconciliation will be disappoini+d by his first public 
statements. In particular, his call for the continuation of 
the so-called armed struggle surprised many. The ten- 
dency will be to question his releas«: and lose hope for the 
future.” “We do not wish to defend Mandela. The views 
he expressed are unacceptable and will undoubtedly be 
fought tooth and nail around the negotiating table. But, 
South Africans must understand that we are entering a 
complicated period in our politics in which most people 
find it difficult to separate the chaff from the wheat. The 
fact is that Mandela would have paid dearly in credi- 
bility and support among his people had he been more 
conciliatory. His people are dissatisfied because they are 
still second class citizens. He must first convince them 
that he will state their case strongly before they can trust 
him.” “Now is the time to remain calm and reasoaable, 
otherwise the moderates will fall into the same pits as the 
radicals to the riyht and left. What will eventually count 
is not what is being said now but what is decided around 


there be reason for b there is 
reason for hope.” 


Futere Too Important To Leave to Violent ‘Geese’— 


the negotiating table. Only if things go wrong there will 
opelessness. Meanwhile, 


involve an own Boer state of equal rights for all in a 
unitary state or whatever, one’s methods and actions 
Ought to be a testimony of one’s ideals and inner convic- 
tions. We hope that more South Africans realize that this 
country’s future is too important to leave to the wild 


other motives. The red lights are flickering. If we ignore 
them, the already difficult peace process can be endan- 
gered.” 

Mandela To Find ‘Practical Politics Unmercifal’—“ As 
we expected, reality is beginning to affect Nelson Man- 
dela,” claims a page 12 editorial in Johaunesburg 
BEELD in Afrikaans on 14 February. “If he is as wise 
and responsible as people say, he has reason to worry. 
There is already evidence that black political radicals are 
using his release as an excuse to create unrest. Events 
since his release have claimed lives and caused samage 
to property and show that the road ahead is difficult. He 
will not be able to enter into dialogue with the govern- 
ment as the great peace maker if he cannot show that he 
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can control his followers. His stand against the emer- 
of the violence his people have experienced during the 
past few days. It also confirms that the government was 
correct in keeping the regulations in place for the time 
being. Perhaps he doesn't concern himself much about 
economic matters, but if he is what he is purported to be, 
he ought to take note of the reaction of foreign investors, 
among others, to his view that he wants to nationalize 
important sectors of the economy. Considering the drop 
in share prices and the weakening of the financial rand, 
there is already the danger that investors will view him as 
just another African i with peculiar economic 
ideas. Mandela will find that practical politics is unmer- 
ciful. He will be measured by the way in which he 
handles his new responsibilities.” 


Forgive ‘Cynicism’ Over Bash Invite to De Klerk—“It's 
very friendly of George Bush to invite President F.W. de 
Klerk to the United States now, and we appreciate the 
gesture. A bit late, but never mind,” observes a second 
editorial on the same page. “Should we be impressed and 
excited? It’s just another example of the haughtiness of 
our American friends... ‘Now that you have done what 
we told you to like good boys, we reward you.’ Where 
was the encouragement earlier on? Where was the char- 
itable involvement and concern of a Margaret 

“The most visible Americans in Africa, 
especially in South Africa, are those who with a great 
fanfare of altruism and philantrophic sentiments come 
here to score points for their own political gain back 
home. Do we have to name them? From Kennedy to 
Jackson...So forgive us our cynicism.” 
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Angola 


Government, Cuba Begin Luanda Talks 19 Feb 


MB1902130390 Luanda Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1200 GMT 19 Feb 90 


[Text] Angol« and Cuba began a meeting in Luanda this 
morning within the framework of the agreements 
reached in New York on 22 December 1988. The two 
sides are meeting a few days after a tripartite meeting, 
also within the framework of the New York accords and 
involving the two countries and South Africa, was post- 
poned (?without) justification. 

Today’s meeting will discuss four crucial issues, partic- 
ularly the resumption of the Cuban troop withdrawal 
from Angola. ing to the heads of the two delega- 
tions [words indistinct] this issue is creating great expec- 
tations within the international community. The Luanda 
meeting will also deal with cooperation in various sectors 
and prospects for new areas of bilateral cooperation. 


[Begin Angolan Foreign Minister Pedro de Castro van 
Dunem Loy recording] There is a particularly important 
issue which worries the international community and 
which has [words indistinct] namely the resumption of 
the withdrawal of the Cuban internationalist troops from 
our country. This withdrawal has been suspended in line 
with a sovereign decision by our two countries. This was 
due to violations of the appendixes to the New York 
accords. In fact, this is linked to actions that UNITA 
[National Union for the Total Independence of Angola] 
has twice carried out against Cuban troops withdrawing 
from Angola. 


Another important aspect deals with matters of bilateral 
cooperation. We hope that such matters will receive 
special attention, bearing in mind the prospects looming 
on the horizon as well as Cuba's great experience and the 
great support that it has given us in the field of cooper- 
#tion. [end recording] 


That was Angolan Foreign Minister Pedro de Castro van 
Dunem Loy when he opened this morning's meeting. 


In addit.cn to Minister Loy, the Angolan delegation 
includes Lirutenant General Antonio dos Santos Franca 
Ndalu, FAPLA [People’s Armed Forces for the Libera- 
tion of Angola] chief of staff; Antonio Neto, director of 
the state and juridical organs of the party's Central 
Committee; and the ambassador [words indistinct]. 


The Cuban is headed by Jorge Risquet, 
member of the Communist Party of Cuba [PCC] Polit- 
ical Bureau. The delegation includes Rodolfo Puentes 
Ferro, member of the PCC Central Committee; Division 
General [name indistinct], chief of the Cuban military 
mission in Angola; and [name indistinct] representative 
of [words indistinct}. 


The meeting is scheduled to conclude tomorrow. 
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Ley: Withdrawal Could Resume 25 Feb 


MB2002122290 I.uanda Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 12)0 GMT 20 Feb 90 


[Text] Angolan an< Cuban delegations 
in Luanda to verify the fulfillment of the accords 


[Neto] The process of the Cuban troop withdrawal from 
by Angolan Foreign Minister Pedro de Castro van 
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two BMP-1"s, and captured FAPLA Sergeant Cristovao 
Antonio, who was assigned to the 2d battery of 122mm 
mortars. 

2. The long awaited supply column was totally dispersed. 
The enemy will, therefore, be faced with increased 
difficulties. 

3. Enemy aircraft continued to launch air raids in an 
attempt to save besieged ground forces. Toxic bombs 
continued *o be dropped south and southeast of Mav- 
inga. The v.ctims were mainly civilians. 

4. An enemy group moved from to Cuito 
Cuanavale and was attacked at 0836 on 19 February. 
Three vehicles were burned. 

5. [Defense Minister | Pedale secretly visited Cuito Cua- 
navale at 0930 to encourage the local command in 
despair to embark on further adventures. He was forced 
to make an retreat when two shells [rampas] 
were fired at Cuito Cuanavale. 


—— acre Mandan, pty mii 


Comoros 


Opposition Calls for Poll Cancellation 18 Feb 
LD1802100390 Paris Domestic Service in French 
0900 GMT 18 Feb 90 


[Text] Confusion reigns in the Comoros. The first free 
elections began this morning with a cali for the cancel- 
lation of the poll. The opposition candidates for the 

have called a crisis meeting. It turns out that 
they discovered that the normally indelible ink in which 


President To Reschedule Elections 


AB1902122490 Paris AFP in English 1057 GMT 
19 Feb 90 


ee 83 Feb 19 (AFP)}—Comoran Acting 
Mohamed Djohar cancelled the presiden- 
on dkates teste ab ait On mas ete c 
later date, after the opposition accused hime of “rigging” 
the ballot, it was learned here Monday. 
The sources also said Mr. Djohar had refused to step 
down, after he was approached by opposition candidates 
who met in the Comoran capital of Moroni Sunday to 
call for his resignation. 


In his announcement Sunday night, Mr. Djohar did not 
specify wher the new presidential vote would be held in 
the three-island archipelago in the Indian Ocean. 


Opposition leaders accused him of “rigging” the vote 
Sunday morning in his favor, demanding that he resign 
and the election be put off by a week. 

They pointed to confusion at the polling stations where 
there were shortages of ballot papers and boxes of proper 
indelible ink. [passage omitted] 


if 
: 


[Greed] Is the opposition suggesting that the (?mess up) 
of the elections is due to corruption or due to incompe- 
tence? 

[Rabur] They claim that the elections were due to 
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[Greed] We have reports here tht one of the reasons for 
calling off the elections was the ciscovery that what was 
supposed to be indelible ink could be washed off very 
easily. Is that true? 

[Rabur] Yes, that was one of the main reasons, that the 
ink could be easily washed off. And another reason was 
that in some areas, the ballot boxes were not enough, and 
in another region we got information this morning that 
the president of the voting office was not present because 
he was not aware, he was not informed in time that he 
was to stand in office to observe the elections. 


[Greed] Did you yourself try to vote? 

[Rabur] Yes, I tried to vote yesterday morning, but I was 
stopped from voting because the ink was wiped out very 
easily. 


[Greed] So you did not get the chance to try it for 
yourself? 

[Rabur] Yes, I tried it later, it wiped off very easily from 
the hand. [end recording] 


Lesotho 


Troops Said To Surround Maseru Buildings 19 Feb 


MB1902104290 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1034 GMT 19 Feb 90 


[Text] Maseru, Feb 19, SAPA—Armed vehicles and a 
large force of heavily armed soldiers surrounded the 
headquarters of the Lesotho Government in Maseru on 
Monday [19 February] morning. 


All roads leading to the government military complex in 
the city centre were blocked off by armed soldiers. 


There was a flurry of activity around the complex as 
many civil servants rushed out of the offices. 


One of the civi) servants said they were ordered to leave 
their offices about 11 AM. 


There has been no official comment on the situation as 
yet. 


Arrests Noted; Council Surrounded 


MB1902111790 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1100 GMT 19 Feb 90 


[Text] It is reported fromi Lesotho that the government 
building in Maseru accommodating the Lesotho Military 
Council is surrounded by heavily armed troops. An 
eyewitness outside the building saw three people being 
arrested this morning. The whereabouts of Lesotho’s 
military leader, Major General Metsing Lekhany:., is not 
known. 


Our corrrespondent in the city reports that all roads 
leading to the military complex are blocked by armored 
vehicles. Public servants employed at the building were 
ordered to go home, and all offices, with the exception of 
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those of the military council, were locked. There has 
been no reaction from Lesotho minister of information. 


Lexhanya Announces Future ‘Changes’ 


MB1902123290 Maseru Domestic Service in English 
1223 GMT 19 Feb 90 


[Text] The chairman of the Military Council and 
Council of Ministers, Major General Metsing Justinus 
Lekhanya, announced today that some changes in the 
administration of the country will shortly be announced. 
The nation is required to stay calm as the situation 
remains normal. The chairman has also asked the nation 
throughout the country to go about their duties as usual. 


Arrested Officers’ Names Announced 


MB1902143090 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in Afrikaans 1400 GMT 19 Feb 90 


[Excerpt] Three members of the Lesotho Military 
Council were arrested in Maseru this morning. They are 
Colonel Thaabe Letsie, Col. Sekhobe Letsie, and Col. 
Aloysius Khetang Mosoeunyane. This follows reports 
that heavily armed soldiers had surrounded the govern- 
ment buildings in Maseru, which house the offices of the 
Military Council. All roads to the building are being 
guarded by armored vehicles. [passage omitted] 


Transportation Minister Arrested 


MB1902172390 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1600 GMT 19 Feb 90 


[Excerpt] Three members of the Military Council in 
Lesotho have been arrested in Maseru. They are Colonel 
Thaabe Letsie, Col. Sekhobe Letsie, and Col. Aloysius 
Khetang Mosoeunyane. News of their arrest follows 
reports that heavily armed troops had surrounded the 
government buildings in Maseru, which house the offices 
of the Lesotho Military Council. 


All roads are being patrolled by armored vehicles. Offi- 
cials working at government offices have been sent 
home. Ail offices except those of the Military Council 
have been closed. 


A late report says that the minister of transport and 
communication, Col. Phillip Monyane Mokhantso, had 
also been arrested. [passage omitted] 


Malebo: ‘Would Not Deny or Confirm’ 


MB1902173090 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1724 GMT 19 Feb 90 


[Text] Maseru Feb 19 SAPA—Lesotho’s minister of 
information and broadcasting, Mr Vincent Malebo, 
would not deny or confirm eyewitness accounts that 
three members of Lesotho’s Military Council were 
arrested in Maseru on Monday [19 February]. 


The minister was closely questioned by local journalists 
at a press conference if he could confirm whether Col 
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Sekhobe Letsie, Col Thaabe Letsie and Col Aloysius 
Mosoeunyane were arrested at the military complex in 
Maseru. 


“I do not know military matters and I cannot answer that 
one,” Mr Malebo said. 


He could neither deny nor agree that the three Army 
officers had been arrested. 


One of the journalists said the three were placed in a 
vehicle with their hands over their heads and taken 
away. 


“I did not see it,” the minister replied. 


Mr Malebo said he had convened the press conference to 
inform the media about impending changes in Lesotho 
Government administration. 


He said the chairman of the Military Council, Maj-Gen 
Metsing Lekhanya, would shortly announce changes in 
the administration. 


Gen Lekhanya, he said, had appealed for calm as the 
situation remained normal and also requested the 
Basotho people to go about their duties as usual. 


After Monday morning’s swoop on the headquarters of 
the Lesotho military governmert, all civil servants who 
work at the military complex w_re ordered to go home at 
11 AM and all the offices were locked. 


Gates to the military complex were also locked for the 
day. 


AFP Reports 
AB1902180090 Paris AFP in English 1739 GMT 
19 Feb 90 


[Text] Maseru, Feb 19 (AFP)—Soldiers surrounded the 
Lesotho Government complex here Monday following 
the detention of three of the ruling six-member Military 
Council in a bid to keep the trio’s supporters from 
mounting revenge action, a source said. 


Troops were called in by the head of the Military Council 
General Metsing Lekhanya “to make sure that high 
officials who he has recently fired do not take any 
“du ter action or revenge,” the source told AGENCE 
FR..NCE-PRESSE. 


The claim came just before Gen. Lekhanya announced in 
the afternoon that “‘some changes” in the administration 
of the country would be announced shortly, and that 
citizens should “‘stay calm” and “go about their business 
as usual.” 


Troops early Monday forced the three Military Council 
members, all colonels, out of the government complex 
and took them to a military camp, according to wit- 
nesses. 
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Soldiers blocked off all roads leading to the city-centre 
complex and herded civil servants out of the offices, but 
no shots were fired, the witnesses said. 


The men detained are Sekhobe Letsie and Thaabe 
Letsie—who are brothers and also cousins of the king— 
and Aloysius Mosoeunyane, according to reports. 


A coup in January 1986 brought Gen. Lekhanya to 
power, and political parties and elections have since 
been barued. Rumours of dissent have been sweeping 
Lesotho and began soon after the general shot dead a 
young man in December 1988 for what he claimed was 
an attempted rape. An inquest court ruled the shooting 
justifiable homicide. 


Coup, King Moshoeshoe Arrest Denied 


MB1902201290 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1900 GMT 19 Feb 90 


[Text] Far-reaching changes are to be made to the ruling 
Military Council in Lesotho :.0n. This was announced 
at a news conference in Mas.cu this afternoon by the 
minister of information and broadcasting, Mr. Vincent 
Malebo, amid rumors that a coup was in the offing. 


Mr. Malebo strongly denied speculation about a coup. 
He also denied that there was a power struggle in the 
Military Council and that King Moshoeshoe II had been 
placed under house arrest. 


He also said that he knew nothing about the surrounding 
of the government building in Maseru today by soldiers 
or about senior cabinet ministers having been led out of 
the building under escort with their hands above their 
heads. 


‘Calm’ Returns to Maseru 19 Feb 


MB1902190790 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1901 GMT 19 Feb 90 


[By Lew Elias] 


[Text] Maseru Feb 19 SAPA—Military trucks carrying 
heavily-armed soldiers were seen pulling out of the 
central district of Lesotho’s capital Maseru shortly 
before sunset on Monday [19 February] as calm 
appeared to return after a day of apparent instability. 


Troops had earlier seaicd off Lesotho’s government 
offices for some hours on Monday, blocking all access to 
the complex for about three hours. 


Three people, believed to be members of the six-man 
ruling Military Council, are said to have been arrested. 
Two of the men are believed to be brothers Col Thaabe 
and Col Sekhobe Letsie. 


Speculation is rife in Maseru that military ruler Maj-Gen 
Metsing Lekhanya, nipped a coup attempt in the bud. 
Confirmation of this was not immediately available. 
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Shortly before dusk on Monday Maseru appeared to be 
back to normal with people going about their daily 


A number of large military trucks carrying armed per- 
sonnel were seen leaving the central district shortly 
before sunset. 


Activity in the vicinity of all government offices by 6 PM 
appeared normal with no more than a token guard 
presence at the entrances to most office buildings. 


Lesotho radio spent most of the day broadcasting a 
message saying Gen Lekhanya would make an 
announcement on changes in the administration soon. 


Letsie, Other Arrests Confirmed 


MB2002083390 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0820 GMT 20 Feb 90 


[By Lew Elias} 


[Text] Maseru Feb 20 SAPA—Three members of 

Lesotho’s six-man ruling Military Council and the min- 

ister of and communications were arrested on 

Monday [19 February] after the army sealed off govern- 

es Se Maseru, it was confirmed on 
uesday. 


Lesotho’s director of information, Mrs. Moroesi Akhion- 
bare, told SAPA in a telephone interview Col. Thaabe 
Letsie, his brother Col. Sekhobe Letsie, Col. Khethung 
Mosoeanane and Mr. Monyane Mokhantso were 
arrested following Monday’s military exercise. 


Mrs. Akhionbare was not able to say what charges the 
arrested men would face, but the minister for informa- 
tion and broadcasting, Mr. Victor Malebo, is expected to 
make an announcement later on Tuesday. 


Rumours of a coup attempt connected to the murder of 
two cabinet ministers and their wives in the mountains 
surrounding Maseru some time ago, and a rift between 
members of the military council, were circulating freely 
in Maseru as possible reasons for the arrests. 


A large contingent of armed military personnel, who had 
their bodies painted in camoflage colours, seale” off the 
government offices on Monday morning for about three 
hours, blocking ail access to the complex. 


After the incident Military Council leader, Maj. Gen. 
Justin Metsing Lekhanya, said changes in the mountain 
kingdom’s administration were due to be announced 
“soon”. 
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“Something really important must have happened 
during this past week to prompt the sort of action that 
had to be taken,” Mrs. Akhionbare said. 


Lesotho’s cabinet was in one of its regular meetings on 
Tuesday morning. 


Military Council Removals Explained 
MB2002115790 Maseru Domestic Service in English 
1130 GMT 20 Feb 90 


[Text] The chairman of the Military Council and 
Council of Ministers, His Excellency Major General 
Metsing Lekhanya, says he found it imperative to 
remove colonels from the Military Council and one from 
the Council of Ministers. 


The four colonels are: Col. Kethang Mosoeunyane, Col. 
Thaabe Letsie, Col. Sekhobe Letsie, and Col. Monyane 
Mokhantso. 


Maj. Gen. Lekhanya gave the following reasons for 
expelling them: their insubordination to army discipline, 
as well as their decisive behavior against army unity, to 
prevent the possible interference with judicial investiga- 
tions and inquiry currently going on in Lesotho, a 
permanent state of [word indistinct] of foreign policy 
which has completely diminished Lesotho’s image 
abroad, especially because of [word indistinct] Africa. 


Maj. Gen. Lekhanya will assume the duties and respon- 
sibilities of foreign minister for the time being [words 
indistinct] request that the nation to remain calm, and 
civil servants to carry on their duties without any fear. 


King Moshoeshoe II Applauds South African Changes 
MB1702092790 Maseru Domestic Service in English 
1600 GMT 16 Feb 90 


[Text] His Majesty King Moshoeshoe II says the Basotho 
have shed their blood in conflicts with other black people 
of southern Africa in their fight against racial discrimi- 
nation. 


His majesty said this today at a public rally held at the 
Pitso Ground in Maseru on the recent political develop- 
ments in South Africa, which include the unbanning of 
political organizations and the release of Mr. Nelson 
Mandela. 


His majesty said the government found it fitting to call 
the nation to rejoice together with the people of South 
Africa and to commend the steps which have been taken. 
His majesty said that there is hope that the steps will lead 
to a true solution to South Africa’s problems and the 
stability of southern Africa. 


Addressing South Africa’s economy, he said that the 
Basotho are not only affected by the country’s political 
developments but economic issues as well, because they 
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have contributed in its development economically. He 
added, therefore, that the Basotho have a rightful say in 


the process of solving the country’s problems. 


His majesty commended the efforts taken by Mr. de 
Klerk to bring peace to South Africa and said that they 
have shown bold and farsighted leadership. He also 
encouraged Mr. de Klerk to completely dismantle apart- 
heid. 


His majesty continued that it is Lesotho’s hope that 
South Africa should enter into negotiations with her 
neighbors to formulate new policies which will lead to 
peace, freedom, justice, and cooperation. He said this 
will be in contrast to prior conditions when South 
Africa’s neighbors were subjected to economic destabi- 
lization. 


His majesty ended by congratulating the people of 
ee Oe Oy een ae 
ture. 
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Namibia 


Sam Nujoma’s Presidential Nomination Reported 


MB1602201490 Windhoek Domestic Service 
in Afrikaans 1900 GMT 16 Feb 90 


[Text] SWAPO [South-West African People’s Organiza- 
tion] leader Sam Nujoma [words indistinct] was nomi- 
nated by the Constituent Assembly as the shadow pres- 
ident of an independent Namibia. 
Nujoma was nominated by Mrs. Pendukeni Ithana, 
shadow deputy minister of wildlife, conservation, and 
tourism. [name and title as heard] 
There were no other nominations. 


In his inauguration speech, Nujoma undertook to do his 
best to fulfill constitutional provisions. He thanked all 
Assembly members for their contributions in drafting 
the Constitution and for their confidence in him through 
his nomination as first president of the independent 
Republic of Namibia. 
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The Gambia 


Three Killed in Stadium Stampede 18 Feb 


AB1802195590 Paris AFP in French 1716 GMT 
18 Feb 90 


{Text} Banjul, 18 Feb(AFP)—Three people—two Gam- 
bians and a European—were shot to death today during 
a stampede at the Bakau Independence Stadium in 
Banjul during ce-emonies marking the 25th anniversary 
of Gambia’s independence, according to eyewitnesses 
interviewed by AFP. According to these sources, the 
dead European, whose identity was not disclosed by the 
police, died at the same time as a Gambian national 
when a gendarme lost control of himself and opened fire 
on a crowd which tried to force open the gates of the 
Bakau Stadium. The third victim was a Gambian secu- 
rity agent in the grandstand who died when his gun went 
off, according to eyewitnesses. 


Over 30,000 people rushed into the Bakau Stadium as 
early as dawn, with just as many outside trying to force 
their way in, thus creating a stampede at the gates. 


Niger 


Several Thousand Rally in Challenge to Government 
AB1602160290 Paris AFP in English 1520 GMT 
16 Feb 90 


[By Christian Spillmann] 


[Text] Niamey, Feb 16 (AFP)—Several thousand people 
rallied here Friday [16 February] in the first ever public 
challenge to the government of Niger’s President Ali 
Saibou and marched in memory of youths gunned down 
during student demonstrations. 


More than 4,000 people gathered outside a suburban 
Niamey stadium and went in procession to the Mosiem 
cemetary, where some of the victims of last Friday's 
clashes between students and police were buried. 


Watched by police who were out in strength, many 
demonstrators shouted slogans hostile to General Saibou 
and insulted the security forces present, but the march 


passed off calmly. 


Organizers had problems, however, persuading all the 
marchers to go home after the protest. Several groups of 
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youths went to the parliament buildings in the centre of 
Niamey and then to the university campus. 


An informed source said the authorities had been fearful 
of letting the march go ahead, after violence in the main 
Niamey market district last August when youths ran- 
sacked shops and stalls before police cracked down. 


Storekeepers closed their businesses across the capital 
Friday and a general work stoppage also emg ‘ied firms, 
ministry buildings and administrative offices. 


Observers saw the peaceful conduct of the potest as a 
success for the Niger Workers’ Union Federation 
(UNSTN), which organized it. 


The authorities have said that three people died and 32 
were wounded, six seriously, during last week’s demon- 
strations, but students say that 14 people were killed and 
almost 90 injured, mostly by bullet wounds. The latest 
reliable figures available to AGENCE FRANCE- 
PRESSE indicated that at least six people were shot 
dead. 


Gen. Saibou has promised an enquiry into what he called 
a “blunder” by the police, but observers said that few 
people appeared convinced by an address he gave 
Thursday to national officials. 


The violence erupted as university students and school 
pupils held a demonstration against overcrowded class- 
rooms and a lack of job opportunities brought on by a 
freeze on civil service recruitment. 


A commission of enquiry has been formed and Gen. 
Saibou has pledged that those responsible for the killings 
will be punished, but impatient citizens clearly wanted 
Friday to “see heads roll.” 


Some observers said that Gen. Saibou may in the coming 
days carry out a reshuffle in the government and top 
echelons of the single, ruling National Movement for a 
Developing Society (MNSD) party. 


Gen. Saibou, who took power when President Seyni 
Kountche died in December 1987, reshuffled his cabinet 
last December after being returned to office unopposed 
in presidential and parliamentary elections, the first for 
19 years. 


He won with 99.6 per cent of the vote overall, according 
to the final official results. 


But he and the 93 unchallenged parliamentary candi- 
dates did least well in Niamey and the country’s second 
city Agades, where “‘No” votes totalled 2.68 per cent and 
2.18 per cent respectively. 
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